While we are struggling with COVID-19, how are our sisters and brothers in Haiti getting on?
26th March 2020.

We have had news from Methodist churches in Haiti, telling us of their preparations for, and the impacts on their lives of, COVID-19.

Haiti

The first cases of COVID-19 in Haiti have only come in the past week or so, but as soon as the first 2 cases were identified the government introduced the same ‘lock-down’ instructions which we are now following, so they have been matching us for the past few days.  The schools for the wealthier families are sending work out by e-mail and returning it for marking in the same way.  People are making brief forays to the shops for essential supplies as infrequently as possible and most businesses are closed.  The churches were virtually closed last Sunday as they are only allowed 10 people there at one time (irrespective of the size of the church).  The services must have been made up of the Preacher, Worship Leader, Music director, one or two musicians (keyboard, guitar or drums), possibly 2 stewards and then about 3 congregational members, so most folk will have had to worship at home.  We understand Facebook, and WhatsApp we used so that some people could receive worship materials.  We assume the church radio stations were also broadcasting worship in some form.

We received an email and photographs telling us of the preparations for the virus. Members of church had been to the poorer areas giving health talks, showing posters in Creole, teaching people how to wash their hands and distributing toilet paper and bottles of water. So many families live in single rooms with no kitchen or bathroom and are dependent on communal toilets and buying food cooked on the streets. Isolation is a problem so washing well is essential. We were touched by the comment “For years while you lived in Haiti you went about teaching health procedures to the community, and here we are doing it for ourselves. We’re for ever thankful for your ministry.”

Let us remember them all in prayer at this time, and especially all those who normally survive on street food.
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