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A
GENERAL

1. In addition to the matters dealt with in the resolutions contained in this report, the committee has advised on matters referred to it by the Methodist Council and other committees and individuals.

2. There were no special resolutions referred to the Law and Polity Committee by the Conference of 2011.  Resolution 35/3 of 2010 directed the committee to bring to the Conference of 2011 proposed amendments to Standing Orders and the Complaints and Discipline procedures in the light of the Government’s new Vetting and Barring Scheme for England and Wales. The Coalition Government’s legislative changes following its review of this proposed scheme have still not yet been passed or implemented, so this work will need to be done during the next connexional year, with proposed amendments being brought to the Conference in 2013. Resolution 36/3 related to the ‘Safeguarding Adults’ policy and any possible amendments to Standing Orders resulting from it. Again, these would be in relation to recruitment (and therefore SO 010) and we await the legislative changes following the review of the Vetting and Barring Scheme.
3. The committee is charged under Standing Orders with the scrutiny of all new legislation which it is proposed to bring to the Conference in order to ensure its coherence with existing usage.  Various members of the committee undertake this task and have commented upon all the proposals submitted to the committee by the Methodist Council and various other bodies.
4. Last year the Conference agreed to the re-ordering of material in the Guidance Section of CPD Volume 2. The 2011 edition of CPD was published accordingly. The Conference also resolved that the stationing sections (now in Book VIIA, Parts 0A, 0B and 0C) would be removed from CPD in 2012, once the material in them was included in the Annual Good Practice Guide published by the Stationing Committee. It was also agreed that each year a member of the Law and Polity Committee would scrutinise the draft Good Practice Guide to ensure its consistency with Standing Orders. The work has now been done and scrutinised and the Stationing Committee has produced a ‘Code of Practice for all involved in Stationing 2013’. Parts 0A, 0B and 0C will therefore be removed from the 2012 edition of CPD Volume 2. 

5. The committee set up a small group to consider and review the operation of Section 03 (Continuance in Training and Probation) and related procedures in Standing Orders. The group has consulted with the Ministries Committee and a number of recommendations are being brought to this year’s Conference, while others are receiving further consideration and will be brought to the Conference in 2013. 
6. The committee has appointed the Law and Polity Conference Sub-committee under Standing Order 338(6) as follows: The Secretary of the Conference; the Assistant Secretary; the Revds Jim Booth; Jenny Dyer; Colin Smith; Ms Elizabeth Ovey; Mr David Walton (Chair); the Revd David Gamble (convener).
***RESOLUTION

21/1.
The Conference received the General Report.

B
MINOR AMENDMENTS TO CPD 
As usual the committee submits a list of corrections to Constitutional Practice and Discipline consequent upon decisions already taken by the Conference, or to remedy minor errors and omissions.

***RESOLUTION

21/2.
The Conference by way of ratification of corrections already printed in The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church, made the following amendments:

SO010(5)(a) and (d) add comma after ‘office’ in the phrase ‘not prevented from holding such office post or responsibility’
SO013  (11) When a minister, deacon or probationer is suspended under this Standing Order the Circuit or other body responsible shall continue to provide his or her stipend and pay all expense allowances which are of a continuing nature, but not those for expenses which cease shall also reimburse the minister, deacon or probationer for all expenses within Standing Order 801(2) which continue during suspension, until the suspension ceases, and he or she shall for the same period be entitled to continue residing in the manse or other accommodation provided. Any Circuit or other body making any payment or providing any accommodation under this clause may apply for a discretionary payment under Standing Order 365 (7).

034 Decisions upon Appeals. The Ssecretary of the

050    (3) Where candidates for membership are pupils in a Methodist residential independent school

134A(2) …. Sub-clause (1)(c) shall apply

153 Obituaries. (1) On the first day ofDuring the Ministerial  
213 Strategy and Resources Committee. (1) The Conference shall each year appoint a Strategy and Resources Committee of the council consisting of: ………

 (iii) 
the chair of the Stationing Committee or his or her representative;

32A0(1) …. the Secretary of the Conference, who shall act as convenor


32A1(2) (iv) 
in collaboration with other bodies, supporting the development of structures that enable the use of various forms of ministry as resources for mission within cCircuits and dDistricts;


342(1) which are jointecumenical projects

342(4) Methodist or jointecumenical school


342(6) join in promoting a jointan ecumenical school


342(7)  governors of a joint aidedan ecumenical state funded school


342(10)  Methodist or jointecumenical school


342(11) Methodist or jointecumenical state funded schools


426(4)  the President, may appoint
498(2)  Such a church may be in a joint Circuit/Ardal within Standing Order 497, but otherwise shall be in both a Circuitan Ardal in Synod Cymru and one in the Wales Synod and the chapel shall then appear in the preaching plans of each.

549 Authority of the Conference. 

621 are pupils in a Methodist residentialindependent school


630(1A) chaplain to a Methodist residential independent school with

631  (3) The Pastoral Committee shall allocate pastoral responsibility among the class leaders and pastoral visitors. Members who are pupils in a Methodist residentialindependent school shall

733(3) and the Secretary of the Conference
791(1) (i) 
those appointed to serve in the ministerial establishment ministry deployment figure allotted by the Conference to a CircuitDistrict in accordance with Standing Order 785(6) and heads (i) or (ii) of Standing Order 780(1); or

(ii) those appointed to serve according to heads (ii)(iii) to (vi) of Standing Order 780(1); or

807A(5)  (b) A person on additional maternity leave shall for the first 13 weeks be paid her stipend less any Social Security benefits to which she may be entitled, but not for the remaining weeks. She shall throughout be paid expense allowances which are of a continuing nature, but not those for expenses which cease during leave.

807C(5)  (b) A person on additional adoption leave shall for the first 13 weeks be paid his or her stipend less any Social Security benefits to which he or she may be entitled, but not for the remaining weeks. He or she shall throughout be paid expense allowances which are of a continuing nature, but not those for expenses which cease during leave.

945 Other Proceeds. (1) Capital money arising from any other disposition of land to which this Standing Order applies, shall be paid to the custodian trustees, to be held and applied as capital money held for the circuit purposes of the relevant…

***RESOLUTION

21/3.  
The Conference, by way of minor and consequential corrections,

amended Standing Orders as follows:
215 Delegation and Working Parties

   (1) Subject to Standing Order 211(1)(c) tThe council may…Standing Order 211(1)(a)…

 
SO244 Methodist Independent Schools Trust. (1) The Conference shall exercise its powers contained in the articles of Methodist Independent Schools Trust (a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales) (“the Company”), being the incorporated managing trusteegoverning body of schools held on the trusts of The Methodist Independent Education Trust Deed of 1903 (as amended), …… 
  

SO32A0  Ministries Committee. ….. 
 
(3) The Ccommittee may invite such other observers or consultants, from within and beyond the Connexional Team, as appropriate.

 
(4) All members of the Ccommittee shall be eligible to serve for a period not exceeding four years.

 
(5) Nominations for the post of chair and deputy chair of the Ccommittee shall be brought to the Conference ….. 

 
(6) Nominations for the other members of the Ccommittee shall be brought ….. 
 
32A1 General Responsibilities. (1) The Ministries Committee appointed under Standing Order 32A0committee shall work collaboratively …. 
 
(2) The Ccommittee shall be accountable to the Conference for: …..
 
(3) The Ccommittee shall report annually ….  

(4) The Ccommittee shall report to the Methodist Council….  

 
32A2 Particular provisions. (1) The Ministries Committee appointed under Standing Order 32A0committee may convene …. 
 
(2) The chair or deputy chair of the Ccommittee shall be …. 
SO342  (11) ….. the Connexional tTeam member responsible for these schools.

SO343 Independent Schools. (1) This Standing Order relates to the schools subject to the Methodist Independent Education Trust Deed of 1903.

SO364(1)…..

(iii) ministers and deacons……

….

(vii) ministers’, deacons’ and probationers’
 
SO498(2) Such a church may be in a joint Circuit/Ardal within Standing Order 497, but otherwise shall be in both an Ardal in Synod Cymru and onea Circuit in the Wales Synod and the chapel shall then appear in the preaching plans of each.

SO561(vi) deal with the business in accordance with any guidelines approved from time to time by the Conference or fromissued by the Connexional Team.

SO584 (5) ….. the need to ensure consistent and fair treatment of all people across the cConnexion.

SO807A(5)….
 
(b) A person on additional maternity leave shall be paid her stipend less any Social Security benefits to which she may be entitled. She shall throughout be paid expenses allowances which are of a continuing nature, but not those for expenses which cease reimbursed for all expenses with Standing Order 801(2) which continue during that leave.

SO807C(5)… 
 
(b)  A person on additional adoption leave shall be paid his or her stipend less any Social Security benefits to which he or she may be entitled. He or she shall throughout be paid expenses allowances which are of a continuing nature, but not those for expenses which cease  reimbursed for all expenses with Standing Order 801(2) which continue during that leave.

SO1145(6A) (c) ….. at least two days’ prior notice in writing of his or her intention to challenge the decision.

C
AMENDMENT TO 2004 GIBRALTAR DEED OF DECLARATION

Charity Law in Gibraltar does not give a general power to trustees to use trust money to purchase Trustee Indemnity Insurance (as legislation does, for example, in England and Wales). Methodist property in Gibraltar is not held on Model Trusts but under the terms of a 2004 Deed of Declaration. The Gibraltar Circuit Meeting on 19 March 2012 therefore passed a resolution requesting the Conference to amend Section 16 of the Deed of Declaration dated 15 November 2004 by the addition of a new sub-clause (based on the wording of Model Trusts 16(o)).
***RESOLUTION

21/4.
The Conference amended Section 16 of the Deed of Declaration dated 15 November 2004 as follows:

‘…..

(n) apply income in paying premiums on a policy or policies of insurance to indemnify the trustees (or any of them) against personal liability for acts or omissions affecting the property, provided that this power may not be exercised unless every such policy excludes cover in respect of (i) fines, (ii) the costs of unsuccessfully defending criminal prosecutions for offences arising out of the fraud or dishonesty or wilful or reckless misconduct of any managing trustee, (iii) liabilities which result from conduct which the relevant trustee knew, or must be assumed to have known, was a breach of trust or of duty or as to which that trustee was reckless about whether or not it was such a breach, and (iv) any liability to account where the relevant trustee has received a benefit.’

D
STANDING ORDER 915(3)(viii)

1.  
Standing Order 915(3)(viii) provides that the first £20,000 of the legacies, bequests and devises received as money from any one estate shall be deemed to be income.  Under their resolution of 27 April 1977 the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, as the custodian trustees for England, Wales and Scotland, in exercise of their statutory powers, permit and direct that all model trust income be received by the managing trustees.

2.  
The Standing Order does not in terms deal with the question whether it applies to money received before as well as after it was adopted by the Conference of 2009.  The committee believes that that was the intention, and understands that the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes have, when requested, paid out money in that category to managing trustees.  It therefore proposes that the Standing Order be clarified in that sense, and brings an amendment to that effect.

3.  
The committee has been in helpful consultation with the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes on the subject of making managing trustees aware of the effect of Standing Order 915(3)(viii) and simplifying withdrawals where it applies.


Amendment to Standing Order

915(3)(viii) the first £20,000 of the legacies, bequests and devises received, at whatever date, as money from any one estate.

***RESOLUTIONS

21/5.
The Conference adopted the report.
21/6.
The Conference amended Standing Order 915(3)(viii) as proposed.

E
STANDING ORDER 502

1.  
The committee was asked to look again at this Standing Order to clarify the eligibility of lay people to chair meetings, and has done so. 
2.  
Most of the amendments proposed are minor grammatical or linguistic adjustments needed to achieve that effect or to conform with Methodist polity or CPD editorial style, and call for no further comment, but two require brief explanations.

3.  
The first concerns SO 502(6), which assumes that just one "chair" is identified by the reference to the "person" to be consulted under 502(5), and provides that that person shall preside, whereas there may be several such persons, and if one of them is a probationer he or she will not be entitled to preside under 502(1).  That oversight has been corrected in the manner appearing from the amended clause.

4.  
The second involves the expansion of SO 502(1)(b)(i), as to deputies to preside over Circuit Meetings, in such a way as to include lay persons on the same basis as for Church Councils.  That involves an issue of policy, and the committee has obtained the approval of the Methodist Council to its inclusion.

Amendments to Standing Order 502

502 Chairing and Notice of Meetings. (1) (a) The Superintendent has the right to preside at every official meeting (however described) connected with the Circuit, or with any Local Church included within the Circuit, or with any committee, institution or organisation having official connection with the Circuit or with any of its Local Churches.

(b) The Superintendent shall appoint annually in writing, 

(i)  a deputy, being in ordinary circumstances a minister or deacon appointed to the Circuit or to an adjoining Circuit or a lay person who is a member in the Circuit and in the opinion of the Superintendent and circuit stewards is suitably qualified, with the right to preside over the Circuit Meeting as and when requested by the Superintendent and the circuit stewards;

(ii)  deputies, being each in ordinary circumstances a minister or deacon stationed in the Circuit or a lay person who is a member in the Circuit and in the opinion of the Superintendent and circuit stewards is suitably qualified, each with the right to preside over any one or more specified Church Councils in the Circuit as and when requested by the Superintendent and circuit stewards after consultation with the stewards of the relevant Local Church. 
(c)  The Superintendent may additionally appoint in writing, subject to the same qualifications and conditions as in (b)(i) or (b)(ii) above, as appropriate, a deputy for a particular meeting of the Circuit Meeting or a Church Council, if that should prove necessary.

(d) The appointment of a deputy under (b) or (c) above shall specify whether or not the right extends to presiding over the meeting during the transaction of its business as managing trustees.

 
(e) In the absence of the Superintendent or a deputy appointed under (b) or (c) above, the Superintendent’s colleagues as defined by clause (9) below have the right to preside at official meetings within (a) above, beginning with those persons who fall within category (i) of Standing Order 785(4)(a), followed by those within category (ii).

(f) The provisions of Standing Order 520(2) in relation to church courts apply as much to those exercising the right to preside at official meetings within (a) above as to the Superintendent.

(g) Where a diaconal or lay deputy appointed in writing by the Superintendent presides at an official meeting within (a) above the Superintendent shall ensure that:

(i)
if the meeting is a Circuit Meeting, a minister appointed to the Circuit is present, whether or not the meeting is dealing with the transaction of business as managing trustees;

(ii)
if the meeting is a Church Council, a minister appointed to the Circuit is present when it is dealing with the transaction of business as managing trustees, and a minister or ministerial probationer exercising pastoral responsibility in the Circuit is present when it is dealing with the transaction of other business;

 
unless, in either event, no such person is available.

 
(h) Failure to comply with (g) above shall not invalidate the meeting or any decision taken at it.

 --------------------------

(5) Subject to clause (4) above official meetings shall be convened and held only after consultation (in the case of circuit meetings or committees) with the Superintendent or (in the case of local meetings or committees) with the minister who is in pastoral charge of the Local Church, with any probationer or any person authorised to serve the Church as a minister under Standing Order 733 who is (in either case) exercising pastoral responsibility in it and (as to both circuit and local bodies) with the appropriate chair where one has been appointed under clause (2) above.

(6) Subject to clause (4) above such a meeting shall be called only by, or with the consent of, its chair or the Superintendent or (in the case of local meetings or committees) the minister who is in pastoral charge of the Local Church or, if a chair has been appointed under clause (2) above, that chair, except that if they both all refuse to call or consent to the calling of a meeting required by the Deed of Union or Standing Orders, or requested in writing by not less than one third of the persons entitled to attend as members of that meeting, then that meeting may be called by its secretary or convener, or by any three other members. For the purposes of this clause the ‘chair’ of any meeting which has no chair appointed under clause (2) above means the person who must be consulted under clause (5) above and subject to clause (1) above that person shall preside.

    -------------------------------

(10) The above provisions of this Standing Order are subject to those of Standing Orders 019A and 919. If, in compliance with either of the latter, the person presiding over a meeting vacates the chair for any business it shall be taken by the person (or next person) present who is entitled to preside under clause (1) or (2) above, is not debarred from doing so by Standing Order 019A or 919(1) and is willing to serve; failing any such person those present shall elect a chair from amongst themselves.

***RESOLUTIONS

21/7.  
The Conference adopted the report.
21/8
The Conference amended Standing Order 502 as set out above.

F
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

1.  
The committee has from time to time had some misgivings about the basis for and exercise of the power to suspend Standing Orders, and has now reviewed the situation.

2.  
The existing provisions are two.  Rule of debate (20), in Standing Order 131, provides that a resolution to suspend a rule of debate or other Standing Order requires a majority of two thirds.  That assumes, rather than grants, a power to do so.  Such a provision has existed, since, at latest, 1963, although until 1974 without the words “rule of debate or other”. There is a comparatively recent proviso designed to prevent the use of suspension to bypass the requirements for consultation in the case of what should be dealt with as provisional legislation.

     
3.  
The other provision is Standing Order 211(1)(b), also comparatively recent, which gives power to the Methodist Council to revoke, amend, add to or suspend Standing Orders or Conference resolutions where that is judged necessary in order to conform to secular legislation.


4.  
In principle the first question is whether a power to suspend is needed.  It is arguable that it is not, except perhaps in the case of the rules of debate, and that all the instances in which it has been used or might be used could have been dealt with under other powers, and often (because suspension can be used as a substitute for thought) to better effect.  Proving such a negative, however, is virtually impossible, and the committee judges it more prudent to retain the power, while stressing the desirability of careful consideration on each occasion whether it is the only way of achieving the desired end.


5.  
The next question is whether the Deed of Union, under which Standing Orders are made, authorises their suspension.  Clause 19 of the Deed creates the power to make them and (explicitly) to amend or revoke them but not, in terms, to suspend them.  The committee considers, however, that such a power is conferred by implication, either because suspension is in effect a temporary revocation, and the greater should be taken to include the less, or because of the power, near the end of clause 19, to “adopt in any special case that may arise any means that it may deem necessary to meet it”.


6.  
It does, however seem desirable to deal with the subject explicitly in the Deed of Union, both to place the existence of the power beyond doubt and to use the opportunity to define its scope and regulate its exercise.

     
7.  
Under the head of scope there are issues as to both duration and extent.  Suspension implies a time limit, and certainly every resolution to suspend should deal with the issue of duration, but there is a question whether it must do so by specifying a date or event as the terminus or whether what are, in effect, indefinite suspensions should be permitted by the use of a phrase such as “until further resolution”.  The latter invites forgetfulness, and the committee judges it better to limit duration to the close of the next Conference, so that renewal requires a conscious decision.  As to extent, it has sometimes been doubted whether a suspension can apply to some parts only of the Connexion, but since some Standing Orders (for example 911) themselves do so there seems to be no good reason why not.  It is advisable, however, in amending clause 19, to make that clear as to both substantive Standing Orders and suspensions.

    
8.  
Turning to regulation, suspension should, as implied in paragraph 4 above, be used only when there is no other way of meeting the requirements of the situation, and not as a lazy short cut, but there is an issue whether it is feasible to legislate simply and effectively to that end or whether it has to be left to the good sense of those bringing business to the Conference, and failing that to the vigilance of Law and Polity scrutiny.  The committee takes the latter view.  


9.  
At present the only regulation is that in 131(20), which takes two forms: (i) the requirement of. a two thirds majority, and (ii) the proviso as to provisional legislation.  The committee finds that muddled.  In the first place the rules of debate are not the right place for the general regulation of suspensions. Secondly, both provisions apply to all suspensions, whereas those of the rules of debate themselves and those of other Standing Orders need to be considered separately.  


10.  
A special majority seems appropriate for the suspension of a rule of debate or other procedural rule.  The rules are for the protection of members and the orderly conduct of business.  Moreover any proposal for suspension is likely to arise with little or no notice.  For both reasons a snap bare majority should not suffice.  The suspension of other Standing Orders is quite different.  It will normally be proposed in the Agenda, so everyone has plenty of time to consider the issue.  Its effect is a temporary revocation, so it is not apparent why it should be more difficult than a permanent one.  If the intention was simply to deter promoters from proposing unnecessary suspensions for the reasons canvassed in paragraph 8 above it is on the one hand too sweeping and has on the other proved ineffective in practice.  In the committee's judgment the majority required to suspend a Standing Order, other than a rule of procedure, should be the same as that which would have been required to revoke it. 

     
11.  
The proviso as to provisional legislation, conversely, is not appropriate to the suspension of rules of procedure, where clearly the decision has to be made at once, but is necessary in relation to other Standing Orders.    


12.  
There are other matters, not dealt with at present, for which it seems desirable to make provision.  The first is to require that every resolution proposing suspension must either make provision for the regulation of the subject-matter of the Standing Order during suspension or state expressly that it is to be unregulated for that period.

13.  
Another is that there needs to be both a minimum of some kind for what can be suspended and a requirement that what is left is capable of operating independently.  The committee considers that the minimum should be a complete clause.

14.  
The committee proposes amendments to the Deed of Union and Standing Orders giving effect to the recommendations contained in this report.  Although the amendment of the Deed of Union cannot take effect until confirmed by the next Conference nothing in the amendments to Standing Orders need be postponed  until then, so that is not proposed. 


*** RESOLUTIONS

21/9.  
The Conference adopted the report.


21/10.  (Special resolution) 


The Conference amended clause 19 of the Deed of Union as set out in Appendix A below.


21/11.  
The Conference amended Standing Orders as set out in Appendix B below.

Appendix A


Deed of Union, clause 19: 19 Standing Orders. (a)  The Conference shall have power from time to time to make, amend, suspend or revoke Standing Orders or other rules or regulations for the constitution and procedure of the Conference, for the summoning and meeting of the Conference in the interval between its ordinary meetings, for regulating the stationing of ministers, deacons and probationers, for the determination of their privileges and obligations whether as a whole or by categories, including eligibility for membership of the Conference, and for the government of the Methodist Church in general and shall also have power to adopt in any special case that may arise any means that it may deem necessary to meet it; provided that no such Standing Order, rule, regulation or means may be contrary to law or to this Deed or to the purposes of the Methodist Church.


(b)  Any making, amendment, suspension or revocation of Standing Orders may extend to the whole or to any part or parts of the Methodist Church.

(c)  Any resolution suspending Standing Orders shall:

(i)  specify the period for which it shall operate, by reference to dates or events, but terminating in any event  not later than the close of the next following annual Conference;

(ii)  apply to not less than a complete Standing Order or a self-contained clause of a Standing Order, such that what remains in force is capable of operating independently; and
(iii)  either make provision for the regulation of the subject-matter of the suspended provision during suspension or state that it is to be unregulated.


Appendix B


Standing Order 127:
127 Suspension of Standing Orders.  (1) A resolution to suspend a Standing Order, or clause of a Standing Order, requires the same majority as a resolution to revoke that Standing Order or clause.


(2)  The President, if of the opinion that such a resolution is of such significance that it ought to be considered by the Synods and confirmed before coming into effect, shall so inform the Conference and put to the Conference without discussion the motion that the resolution be declared to be a provisional resolution under Standing Order 122.


(3)  This Standing Order does not apply to resolutions within Standing Order 131(20).



Standing Order 131(20).  (20) A resolution to suspend a rule of debate or other provision within the Conference rules of procedure, as contained in Standing Orders 122, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134(3) and (4), 134A, 136(2C) and 136A(3), requires a majority of two thirds, provided that the President, if of the opinion that such a resolution is of such significance that it ought to be considered by the Synods and confirmed before coming into effect, shall so inform the Conference and put to the Conference without discussion the motion that the resolution be declared to be a provisional resolution under Standing Order 122, and if that motion is adopted this clause shall no longer apply to that resolution.

G
WORLD METHODIST COMMITTEE - SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS.
Changes to the constitution of the World Methodist Council and the officers of the World Methodist Committee mean that some minor alterations to the relevant standing orders and information contained in CPD are required.  The following are suggested:
1.
SO 106 

In the past, the Conference has appointed the representatives to the World Methodist Council which met every five years and some or all of this group then became the British members of the Executive Committee which met three times during the quinquennium.  Under the new WMC constitution the full Council meets up to three times in the quinequennium.  The proposed change is therefore to ensure that the Conference continues to elect people for the full quinquennium, rather than individual meetings of the World Methodist Council.
Proposed amendment

106 Representatives and Delegates to Other Bodies.

…

(3)(i)  Before each the first meeting of the World Methodist Council in each quinquennium the Conference shall appoint its representatives to the World Methodist Council for that quinquennium in such numbers as the Conference shall determine.


(ii)  The power and responsibility of making appointments to fill any vacancies arising during the quinquennium by the death or resignation of any such representatives or by the inability of any such representatives to attend particular meetings  is hereby delegated to and laid upon the Methodist Council.

…

2
SO335

Two changes are needed to SO 335.  The first in (i) removes the now unnecessary role of treasurer which was left over from the days of the committee having its own bank account, it is now part of the Team accounts.  The second in (ii) reflects the current membership of the committee post the constitutional change which removed the Executive Committee.  

Proposed amendment

335 World Methodism. 

(1) The Methodist Council shall annually appoint a World Methodist Committee, which shall consist of:

(i) the chair, secretary, and assistant secretary and treasurer of the committee and the secretary for the exchange of pastorates, who shall all be appointed as such by the Methodist Council and shall be the officers of the committee;

(ii) the British officers of the World Methodist Council and the British members of the Executive Committee of the world council.  The British representatives to the World Methodist Council.


3.
SO335A

It makes sense to take this opportunity also to tidy up this SO which had not caught up with the change of the World Methodist Committee name some years ago.
Proposed amendment

335A Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological Studies.

… 

(2) The committee shall include the British officers of the Institute, a member of the

British Committee of the World Methodist Council World Methodist Committee, a treasurer appointed by the council and such other persons as the council shall from time to time determine.

…

D
Book IV B, Part 4


It is proposed that the current version of this Part should be replaced with the following:

Part 4 World Methodist Council

Purpose: 

The World Methodist Council is a worldwide association of Methodist, Wesleyan and related Uniting and United Churches. It engages, empowers and serves member Churches by encouraging Methodist unity in witness, fostering ecumenical and inter-religious activities, and facilitating mission in the world.

Membership: 

Membership  is open to all Churches in the Wesleyan tradition (or in the case of United or Uniting Churches, those that are related historically to the Wesleyan tradition), and Churches are elected into membership, normally following nomination by an existing member Church and recommendation by the General Secretary.

There are currently 177 member Churches, with a worldwide membership of over 42 million. 

History: 

World Methodism was one of the first Christian world communions to organize itself, holding the first Ecumenical Methodist Conference in 1881 at Wesley’s Chapel, London. From then on world conferences were held every ten years until 1931. World War II intervened and the next conference was held in 1947, when it was decided to establish a more permanent organisation. This was effected in 1951 at the world conference held in Oxford, when the title World Methodist Council was adopted and it was decided to meet every five years.

The constitution drafted in 1951 was adopted in 1956 and subsequently revised in 1961 and 1971. The Council meeting in Durban in 2011 adopted a new constitution. This provides for a Council, appointed by the member Churches, for a five year period, with the expectation that it will meet three times in the five years. 

The Council works through its Standing Programme and Operational Committees and relates closely to certain Affiliated Organisations.

In between Council meetings, a Steering Committee will continue the Council’s work as directed by the Council.

The Constitution also provides for a World Methodist Conference to be held at least once every ten years, but more frequently if desired.

Elected Staff: 

WMC Staff, elected by the Council, include: the General Secretary, the Geneva Secretary, the Youth and Young Adults Co-ordinator and the Director of World Evangelism.

Committees: 

The Council’s current Standing Programme Committees include: Ecumenical Relationships Committee; Education Committee; Evangelism Committee; Family Life Committee; Social and International Affairs Committee; Theological Education Committee; Worship and Liturgy Committee; Youth and Young Adult Committee.

The Council’s current Standing Operational Committees include: “Achieving the Vision” Investment Committee; Audit Committee; Budget and Finance Committee; Ministerial Exchange Committee; Conference Programme Committee; Nominating Committee; Personnel Committee.

Affiliated Organisations: 

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women; World Fellowship of Methodist and Uniting Church Men;  International Association of Methodist Schools, College and Universities; Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological Studies; Wesley Works Editorial Project; World Methodist Historical Society; Epworth Old Rectory 

*** RESOLUTIONS

21/12.
The Conference amended Standing Orders 106, 335 and 335A as set out above.

21/13.
The Conference authorised the amendment of Book IVB Part 4 of the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church as set out above.

H 
ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH COUNCILS AND CIRCUIT MEETINGS

The committee was asked to consider the issue whether Church Councils and Circuit Meetings are to be seen as open meetings. There seem at present to be two contradictory interpretations:-

(i)  that Church Councils and Circuit Meetings are open, like the Conference, but may go into closed session if required, as Standing Orders 613(3) and 514(3) specifically provide;

(ii)  given that Standing Orders 610(3) and 510(3) provide for these meetings to invite other members of the Local Church or Circuit and non-members who are active in its life to come, listen and speak but not vote, then the assumption is that the meeting is generally closed unless such persons, and only such persons, are expressly invited on those terms.

 

One thing is clear from these provisions: it is for the meeting, not the chair, to make such decisions.  What is not so clear is what the "default" position is if the meeting has made no express decision either way.  The committee judges that the default position is openness, but that it is desirable for the Conference to give a policy direction for the future and then for Standing Orders to make that explicit and to provide direction and/or guidance as to who else can in the default situation attend and as to circumstances in which the meeting will need to go into closed session. 

The committee invites the Conference first to endorse its interpretation of Standing Orders, then by adopting or amending Resolution 15 below to express its mind on the issue of policy, and finally to direct the committee in accordance with Resolution 16 to clarify Standing Orders accordingly and make supplementary provision.

 

***RESOLUTIONS

 

21/14.
The Conference endorsed the committee's judgment as to the effect of the current Standing Orders.

21/15.  
The Conference resolved that unless a Church Council or Circuit Meeting otherwise directs, as it should be entitled to do, its meetings should be open to other members of the Local Church or Circuit respectively and to non-members who are active in the life of that church or Circuit, on the terms expressed in Standing Orders 610(3) and 510(3).

 

21/16.
The Conference instructed the Law and Polity Committee to bring to the Conference in 2013 amendments to Standing Orders giving effect to Resolution 15 and further recommendations and amendments, as proposed in the report.
I
DATA PROTECTION ACT REGISTRATION AND SO 019

For some time the ‘Legal Issues Group’ has been trying to regularize the registration arrangements for Methodist bodies in compliance with Data Protection legislation. The attempt has been to have a single registration (via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes) which covers most if not all Methodist bodies at local, circuit, district and connexional levels. This single registration has now been submitted and the following amendments to Standing Order 019 are proposed:-
019 Data Protection Acts. (1) All connexional, district, circuit, and local and other Methodist bodies, and all societies, institutions and other organizations subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church shall comply with the Data Protection Acts legislation for the time being in force and with any regulations or orders made or having effect under those Acts such legislation.

 (2) In particular, every such body shall be registered, where required to do so, with the relevant Commissioner or other authority, as specified in clause (3) below.

(3) In England and Wales, and in Scotland,  A any such body may be registered separately by giving the required notification directly to the relevant authority ( the Information Commissioner’s Office)   Commissioner, and shall do so if the group entry notification by for the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (‘the Board’) is not sufficiently comprehensive for its purposes. Every such body which is thus registered directly with the Commissioner shall notify the Board in writing of that fact. Every such body which has not so notified the Board will be registered under the Board’s group entry notification.

In other jurisdictions, any such body must register separately with the appropriate authority as required by the relevant legislation. 

(4) The Synod, Circuit Meeting, Church Council or other responsible authority of each body registered under the Board’s group entry notification shall indemnify the Board, as Data Controller, against the consequences of any breach of the Acts  Data Protection legislation, regulations or orders committed by any officer (ministerial, diaconal or lay), meeting or committee of that body or by any other person or persons holding data relating to its affairs.

***RESOLUTION
21/17. 
The Conference amended Standing Order 019 as set out above.
