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Basic Information

	 Title
	Managing Trustees of the New Room Bristol (Wesley’s Chapel)

	Contact Name and Details
	Jenny Carpenter, Secretary to the Trustees
Jennyc106@btinternet.com  

0114 234 1177

	Status of Paper
	Annual report

	Resolutions
	28/1. 
The Conference receives the Report. 

28/2.
In accordance with Standing Order 220, the Conference appoints the managing trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust for the connexional year 2012/2013 as set out in the report. 
28/3.
The Conference accepts the Statement of Financial Activity for John Wesley’s Chapel, Bristol, for the year ending 31 August 2011.  




Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	This report enables the Conference to exercise its responsibility to appoint the managing trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	N/A


The Managing Trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel, The New Room, Bristol 
It is an immense privilege but also a heavy responsibility to be a trustee of the New Room, the oldest Methodist building in the world. For many of us, it is equally exciting that the house in which Charles Wesley and his wife Sally lived and brought up their young children is part of the package. 
We are grateful for the assurance for at least three years of a connexional grant to cover the salary and on-costs of a Manager, without which the day to day running costs could not be met. We are still reluctant to charge for entry to the New Room for individual visitors, but encourage donations.  The number of visitors continues to rise – around 26,000 in 2011.  There is evidence of a small upward trend in giving. The shop, now in the former vestry off the chapel, has a reduced but more focussed stock, and will benefit still more from the networking of the major heritage sites on buying policy. Thanks to a Hertiage Committee grant, improved external signage is being planned to encourage more visitors who find themselves in the vicinity. Regular concerts, talks, sale of charity Christmas cards etc augment our income. Mark Cazalet’s “Stations of the Cross”, exhibited in Lent, was an additional draw and evoked strong positive reactions from the public. Work with schools is being developed, to give youngsters the experience of eighteenth century life in Charles Wesley’s family home. 

During the last year, ambitious plans have been developed for both sites. With the assurance that the proceeds of sale from Methodist International House, Bristol will be available, conservation architects Purcell Miller Tritton have been retained to design a new building in the Horsefair Courtyard. This has to be acceptable to Methodism’s Listed Buildings Advisory Committee, English Heritage, the Georgian Society and Bristol City Council as Planning Authority. If this scheme comes to fruition, it will enable a much enhanced museum to be created with an enlarged library, rooms for training and meetings and provide much needed catering, hospitality, office, storage and toilet accommodation. The new provision will also enable disabled access to the Preachers’ Rooms. An initial approach is being made to the Heritage Lottery Fund. We have been fortunate in obtaining additional specialist advice in furthering this major project (£2m plus in total). We now await the verdict of the Methodist Conference on the future pattern of training provision.
Simultaneously, the creation of a Hymnody Centre in Charles Wesley’s House has gathered momentum.  Philip Burnett, a graduate student attached to the Music Department of Bristol University, is developing ideas on a phased development. A grant has already been given by the Pratt Green Trust and part of the proceeds of the sale of an historic Bible has been allocated to this project.
Our Chair, the Revd A Ward Jones, has maximised his Korean links in spreading the word about these proposals, and David Worthington, our Manager, has made a second visit to the USA, making 12 presentations in 16 days, in 10 different cities. These have resulted in the existence and significance of the New Room and Charles Wesley’s House being much more widely known and David’s trip more than paid for itself financially. The “Friends of the New Room” is now much more active and is becoming a significant money raiser. The Saturday coffee and cake mornings hosted by different church teams from across the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit and beyond contribute well to ongoing income. The band of over 70 stewards, who regularly turn up to do their half day stint welcoming visitors, serving in the shop, answering questions and sometimes offering a shoulder to cry on, is invaluable. A fascinating day was spent by the stewards at Kingswood School in Bath in October 2011, learning about the Wesley origins and development of the school and being impressed by the sixth form students who showed us around.
JOHN WESLEY’S CHAPEL TRUST, BRISTOL

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS – YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2011

	INCOMING RESOURCES
	
	
	
	RESOURCES EXPENDED
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants, Donations & Tax recovered
	£37,284
	
	Salaries, Tax etc
	
	£31,696

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Investment Income & Interest
	
	£16,037
	
	Repairs & Maintenance
	£24,768

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tours & other fund raising
	
	£4,594
	
	Utilities & Insurance
	£16,703

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shop sales
	
	
	£14,873
	
	Shop Costs
	
	£13,324

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No5 Charles Street rent
	
	£21,300
	
	Administration
	
	£6,747

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Garden Project Donations
	
	£73,492
	
	Garden Development
	£84,262

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other income
	
	
	£47,538
	
	Other expenditure
	
	£21,136

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	£215,118
	
	Total
	
	
	£198,636

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


At the year end the breakdown of the Trust’s total funds of £344,672 is as follows:

Unrestricted Funds and Trusts
£50,785

Restricted Funds and Trusts
£180,599

Permanent Endowments
£113,288

***RESOLUTIONS  
28/1. 
The Conference received the Report.
28/2. 
In accordance with Standing Order 220, the Conference appointed the following as Managing Trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust (The New Room) for the connexional year 2012/13:  
The Revd A Ward Jones (Chair, ex-officio); Mr Gary Best (Warden); the Revd Phillip Hewett (Deputy Warden); Mrs Jennifer M Carpenter; Mr Peter Knowles ; the Revd David G Weeks; Mr Philip Carter; Mr T David Bainbridge (Property Steward); Mrs Jane Allin; Mr David G Baker; Mrs Clare Campion-Smith; Mr Stephen Duckworth; Dr James Gibbs; Mrs Constance Gould; Mr Martin RHunt; Mrs Rachel Newton; the Revd Dr Jonathan Pye; the Revd Colin Short ; the Revd C Norman Wallwork; Mr Bob Wood; Mrs Maureen Wood 
28/3. 
The Conference accepted the Statement of Financial Activity for John Wesley’s Chapel, Bristol, for the year ending 31 August 2011.

