30.
SIGNALLING VOCATION AND CLARIFYING IDENTITY
In 2008, the Conference adopted the proposal in the report entitled Signalling Vocation and Clarifying Identity that there should be a clear and consistent vocabulary when speaking of those who exercise their ministry on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain (which has traditionally been described as being “in Full Connexion with the Conference”):

‘presbyter’ meaning someone ordained into the Order of Presbyters in the Church of God, ie to the ministry of word, sacraments and pastoral responsibility;


‘deacon’ meaning someone ordained into the Order of Deacons in the Church of God, 
ie to the ministry of witness through service, and who is also a member of a religious 
order, the Methodist Diaconal Order;


‘minister’ when we mean an ordained person, irrespective of whether they are a 
presbyter or a deacon.

The Conference in 2010 adopted a resolution to amend clause 4 of the Deed of Union as the next stage towards implementing that commitment. Section 5(2) of the Methodist Church Act 1976 requires that amendments to clause 4 of the Deed (the Doctrinal Standards clause) be made by the ‘deferred special resolution’ process.  That process, involving the required widespread consultation, has been carried out, and the amendments now come back to the Conference this year for confirmation.  The text of the amendments appears below [with a report of the voting figures from the consultation process to be found in volume 3].
Meanwhile the Conference in 2011 adopted, by special resolution, the further amendments to other clauses of the Deed of Union and to the Model Trusts which would be required to bring these changes into effect.  These also therefore come back to the Conference this year for confirmation, provided that the amendment to clause 4 above is first confirmed, and they also appear below.   
The committee has this year been working on the very extensive Standing Order changes required to reflect the 2008 decisions as to vocabulary, and these are now brought to the Conference.  The resolution [30/5] for their adoption will be moved, provided that the resolutions referred to in the previous two paragraphs have been adopted with the required majority.  
It will be seen that for the most part the changes appear here in the form of lists, with only a few Standing Orders set out in full for the sake of clarity.  To have set out all the changes in the form in which they will eventually appear in print would have required the production of a report not much shorter than the length of Constitutional Practice and Discipline itself.  However, a full version has been prepared and can be made available for consultation.  Please approach the Conference Officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice if you wish to see the full version.
It may be helpful to make some general points.  First, it is important to see the Standing Order changes in the context of those in the Deed of Union, particularly in relation to the specific definitions for eg ‘presbyter’ and ‘minister’, which are to be found in the Deed but govern the usage in Standing Orders also.  These definitions are supplemented by those in Section 00 of Standing Orders (“Interpretation”), which appear at (a) in the Standing Order amendments below.
The general approach taken in drafting has been to use the generic title ‘minister’ etc as far as possible.   (That means that in many of the instances below the change is made by deleting the diaconal reference in an existing phrase like ‘minister or deacon’ – this does not of course mean that the deacon is being removed from the particular function concerned, but is now subsumed within the generic title.)  In a large number of instances however, particularly in the definition section and parts of Part 7, it is necessary for the sake of accuracy or clarity to use the specific titles of ‘presbyter’ and ‘deacon’.

It should also be stressed that the committee has simply focused on the change of name and proposed the appropriate direct substitution (apart from one or two instances where greater clarity of the existing text could be assisted by a slight re-wording).  There may be areas where more substantive questions might be raised, for instance about whether the wording reflects actual practice in relation to presbyteral and diaconal functions, but they would be for others to address in due course – it would have been unhelpful and inappropriate for the committee to have attempted to resolve these in the course of what the Conference needs to be assured has been a technical exercise.
The ecumenical context of some of the provisions has proved quite complex, but the general approach has naturally been to respect the language used by other Methodist autonomous conferences and other churches and not to ascribe the term ‘presbyter’ to those ordained to the ministry of word and sacrament except in the context of their exercise of ministry in relation to the Methodist Church in Britain (eg as ‘recognised and regarded’).  To assist the understanding of this, some of the key Standing Orders have been set out more extensively (see section (d) of the Standing Order amendments below).
It may be noticed that there are Standing Order amendments proposed in other reports  elsewhere in the Agenda which overlap with those proposed below. The Conference Law and Polity Subcommittee will in due course propose any further resolutions which may be required to ensure that the final form of any Standing Order changes adopted under those reports is consonant with the decisions made on the resolutions below. 
Finally, besides Standing Orders, there is a large body of other material contained in CPD, largely in the nature of ‘Guidance’.  The specific changes needed to reflect the altered usage are not listed below, but the Conference is invited [resolution 30/6] to authorise the editor in consultation with the committee to make the necessary changes to those texts which are in current usage, but not to historic texts.  
***RESOLUTION 

30/1.
The Conference received the Report.

The clause 4 amendments
Deferred Special Resolution submitted by the Conference of 2010 under Standing Order 126(3) to (7) to the Synod of every District, the Circuit Meeting of every Circuit, the Church Council of every Local Church, and to the Faith and Order Committee and the Law and Polity Committee


The Conference amends clause 4 of the Deed of Union as follows:


Doctrine. The doctrinal standards of the Methodist Church are as follows:

The Methodist Church claims and cherishes its place in the Holy Catholic Church which is the Body of Christ. It rejoices in the inheritance of the apostolic faith and loyally accepts the fundamental principles of the historic creeds and of the Protestant Reformation. It ever remembers that in the providence of God Methodism was raised up to spread scriptural holiness through the land by the proclamation of the evangelical faith and declares its unfaltering resolve to be true to its divinely appointed mission.

The doctrines of the evangelical faith which Methodism has held from the beginning and still holds are based upon the divine revelation recorded in the Holy Scriptures. The Methodist Church acknowledges this revelation as the supreme rule of faith and practice. These evangelical doctrines to which the preachers of the Methodist Church are pledged are contained in Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament and the first four volumes of his sermons.

The Notes on the New Testament and the 44 Sermons are not intended to impose a system of formal or speculative theology on Methodist preachers, but to set up standards of preaching and belief which should secure loyalty to the fundamental truths of the gospel of redemption and ensure the continued witness of the Church to the realities of the Christian experience of salvation.

Christ’s ministers in the church are stewards in the household of God and shepherds of his flock. Some are called and ordained to this sole occupation as presbyters or deacons. and Presbyters have a principal and directing part in these great duties but they hold no priesthood differing in kind from that which is common to all the Lord’s people and they have no exclusive title to the preaching of the gospel or the care of souls. These ministries are shared with them by others to whom also the Spirit divides his gifts severally as he wills.

It is the universal conviction of the Methodist people that the office of the Christian ministry depends upon the call of God who bestows the gifts of the Spirit the grace and the fruit which indicate those whom He has chosen.

Those whom the Methodist Church recognises as called of God and therefore receives into its ministry as presbyters or deacons shall be ordained by the imposition of hands as expressive of the Church’s recognition of the minister’s personal call.

The Methodist Church holds the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers and consequently believes that no priesthood exists which belongs exclusively to a particular order or class of persons but in the exercise of its corporate life and worship special qualifications for the discharge of special duties are required and thus the principle of representative selection is recognised.

All Methodist preachers are examined tested and approved before they are authorised to minister in holy things. For the sake of church order and not because of any priestly virtue inherent in the office the ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church are set apart by ordination to the ministry of the word and sacraments.

The Methodist Church recognises two sacraments namely baptism and the Lord’s Supper as of divine appointment and of perpetual obligation of which it is the privilege and duty of members of the Methodist Church to avail themselves.
***  RESOLUTION

30/2.
The Conference confirmed the amendments to clause 4 of the Deed of Union set out above.

Further amendments to the Deed of Union
Clause 1:   Particular Expressions. In this Deed, unless the context otherwise requires: …

(iA) 
‘in the active work’ when used in relation to a minister or deacon means one who is not a supernumerary nor without appointment under any Standing Order in that behalf;

(ii) 
‘admitted into Full Connexion’ in reference to a minister presbyter or deacon means that he or she has been admitted by the Conference into Full Connexion as a minister presbyter or a deacon respectively of the Methodist Church and is entitled to that status;

(v) 
‘Circuit’ means the unit of one or more Local Churches in which one or more ministers and probationers presbyters are stationed;  
 (xivA)  ‘lay’ when used in relation to the Methodist Church refers to a person who is neither a minister nor a deacon not a minister;  
(xix)
‘minister’ when used in relation to the Methodist Church means a minister presbyter or deacon of the Methodist Church admitted into full connexion, or a person recognised and regarded as such a minister under the provisions contained in this Deed; 

(xxv) ‘overseas District’ means a District of the Methodist Church other than a home District and ‘overseas station’ means any station to which a minister, deacon or probationer is assigned by the Conference outside the home Districts; 
(xxviiA) ‘presbyter’ when used in relation to the Methodist Church means a presbyter of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion, or a person recognised and regarded as such a presbyter under the provisions contained in this Deed; 

(xxi xxviiB) ‘Ministerial Presbyteral Session’ when used in relation to the Conference means a session of the Conference, being the session referred to in the 1976 Act as the Ministerial Session, of which only ministers presbyters are members; 

(xxii xxviiC) ‘Ministerial Presbyteral Session’ when used in relation to a Synod means a session of the Synod of which only ministers presbyters and ministerial presbyteral probationers are members;  
(xxviii) ‘probationer’ means a person who has been admitted by the Conference upon probation for the presbyteral or diaconal ministry or diaconate and is stationed by the Conference but has not yet been admitted into full connexion as a minister presbyter or deacon respectively, and ‘ministerial presbyteral probationer’ and ‘diaconal probationer’ have corresponding meanings;  

(xxix) 
‘Representative Session’ when used in relation to the Conference or a Synod means a session of the Conference or Synod respectively other than the Ministerial Presbyteral Session;  

(xxxi) ‘the stations’ means the comprehensive list adopted annually by the Conference for the ensuing connexional year of ministers, deacons and probationers, arranged according to the Circuits, institutions, offices and other spheres of work to which they are appointed or in which they are authorised to serve or (otherwise than under any Standing Order permitting residence off one’s station) to reside. A ‘station’ in relation to an individual minister, deacon or probationer means his or her particular assignment in the stations. To ‘station’ a minister, deacon or probationer means to assign him or her to a station by the action of the Conference in adopting the stations or by the exercise of the President of his or her powers under clause 29;  
(xxxii) 
‘supernumerary’ means a minister or deacon permitted or directed under the provisions of this Deed or of Standing Orders to retire from the active work;

(xxxiii) 
‘Superintendent minister presbyter’ or ‘Superintendent’ in relation to a Circuit means the minister or ministers presbyter or presbyters identified as such in the list of ministers presbyters appointed to the Circuit. In the event of the death, resignation or incapacity of a person so identified it includes also such other minister or ministers presbyter or presbyters as may be appointed as Superintendent under the provisions of Standing Orders in that behalf;

6   Baptism. According to Methodist usage the sacrament of baptism is administered to infants and regular oversight should be given by the Local Church and its minister ministers to all who have been dedicated to God by this sign.  
8  Admission to Membership …

 (b) Subject to clauses (d) and (e) below a candidate for membership requires to be approved by the Church Council in accordance with Standing Orders and shall then at the earliest opportunity be publicly received as a member of the Methodist Church and (if not already confirmed) confirmed at a service conducted by the minister a presbyter in the presence of the Local Church and including the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  
10  Cessation of Membership. (a) Any member of the Methodist Church who without sufficient reason persistently absents himself or herself from the Lord’s Supper and from the meetings for Christian fellowship shall be visited by both his or her leader and the minister a presbyter, except that no visit is necessary when the address of the member is not known. 
13 The Sessions. The Conference shall meet in Representative Session and in Ministerial Presbyteral Session, each constituted as provided below.

14 The Representative Session. (1) (a) Numbers. The Conference in its Representative Session shall consist of ministers presbyters, deacons and lay persons to the total number prescribed by Standing Orders, of whom at the opening of the Conference at least the minimum number similarly prescribed shall be deacons.

 (5) Conference-elected Representatives. (a) The conference-elected representatives shall be elected by the Conference. One shall be a deacon and the remaining members shall consist of equal numbers of ministers presbyters and lay persons.

 …  (c) Any conference-elected representative who becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a member of the Methodist Church or, being a minister presbyter or deacon when elected, ceases to be such shall be disqualified from being a conference-elected representative and his or her office shall forthwith become vacant.

 (6) Synod Representatives. Except as provided in heads (i) to (xA) of sub-clause (2) and in clause 17(a) all members of the Representative Session of the Conference shall be elected by the Representative Sessions of the home Synods, the numbers of ministers presbyters, deacons and lay persons to be elected by each Synod being specified by or on behalf of the Conference in accordance with rules prescribed by Standing Orders.

15 The Ministerial Presbyteral Session. (a) The Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session shall consist:

(i) 
of all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are ministers presbyters, including those who are and any persons appointed under clause 14(3) or 14(4)(d) who are authorised by their Conference or church to exercise generally (whether or not by the name of presbyter) a ministry of word and sacrament, but excluding those received into Full Connexion during the course of the Conference; and
(iA) 
of, as associate members, those who are ministers  any persons who are appointed as such under clause 14(4) who are authorised by their Conference or church to exercise generally (whether or not by the name of presbyter) a ministry of word and sacrament; and

 (ii) 
subject to sub-clauses (b) and (c), of such other ministers presbyters as attend under their own arrangements with the permission of the Ministerial Presbyteral Sessions of their Synods or (in the case of any minister presbyter who is not a member of a Synod) of such person or body as may be specified in Standing Orders; and

(iii) 
of any ministers presbyters appointed by the last preceding Conference as assistant secretaries or other officers of the Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session who are not members of the Representative Session of the Conference. 

 (b) Ministers Persons who are members of the Conference under head (iA) or (ii) of sub-clause (a) shall not be entitled to vote nor, except as otherwise resolved by the Conference at the time, to be present during any closed meeting of the Conference. 
 (c) Any meeting of the Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session convened under clause 24(i) shall be a meeting of those only who are members under head (i) of sub-clause (a) above.

17 Substitutes. ….
 (b) When the Conference meets first in Ministerial Presbyteral Session it shall in that session have power to elect such a substitute for any such member of that session.

19 Standing Orders. The Conference shall have power from time to time to make, amend or revoke Standing Orders or other rules or regulations for …. regulating the stationing of ministers, deacons and probationers, for the determination of their privileges and obligations whether as a whole or by categories, including eligibility for membership of the Conference, …  
 20 The Stations. The Conference shall annually station as ministers, deacons and probationers such persons as it thinks fit and in the exercise of this power it shall be lawful for the Conference notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the trust deeds of any of the said Churches or denominations existing at the date of union to appoint a minister presbyter to the use and enjoyment of any place of worship for more than three years successively.  

21 Other particular powers. The Conference shall have power at its discretion:

(i) 
to continue or found or authorise the founding of connexional funds or institutions for .. the benefit of retired and superannuated ministers or deacons or the widows, widowers or children of deceased ministers or deacons … and to direct the application and management thereof and to approve any scheme for the amalgamation of any such funds or institutions, whether founded before or after the date of this Deed, and whether belonging to or connected with any of the said Churches or denominations existing at the date of union or to the Methodist Church … 
23 Functions of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session. (a) In addition to any powers conferred by any other clause of this Deed the Conference shall in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session have the powers and perform the functions specified in the following sub-clauses. 

 (b) While the Conference meets in Ministerial Presbyteral Session before the Representative Session it shall in that session have power to appoint the ministerial presbyteral members of any committee required by Standing Orders to be appointed by the Conference from among its own members and to function in both that and the Representative Session.

 (c) The Conference shall in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session make such other appointments as may be prescribed by Standing Orders. 

 (d) The Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the following business:

(i)
continuance or discontinuance in training or on probation or reinstatement of each student or probationer in training or on trial for the presbyteral ministry;   

(ii)
any appeal to the Conference arising out of any charge against a minister presbyter or probationer or a student in training for the presbyteral ministry.

 (e) The decisions of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session in the exercise of its jurisdiction under sub-clause (d) and all appointments made by the Conference in that session in exercise of its powers in that behalf shall be reported to the Conference in its Representative Session and there incorporated in the Journal provided for by clause 36.

 (f) The Conference shall in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session engage in pastoral consideration of the number and state of the Societies and in pastoral conversation on the Work of God and on pastoral efficiency.

 (g) Acceptance of candidates for the presbyteral ministry shall be by the Conference in its Representative Session, but no candidate shall be proposed for acceptance except upon the recommendation of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session. 

 (h) Admission (including re-admission) into Full Connexion as a minister presbyter, whether of probationers or others, shall in all cases be by the Conference in its Representative Session, which shall by the same act resolve that any person thus admitted and not already ordained shall be ordained by the laying-on of hands, but no person shall be presented for admission into Full Connexion without the judgment of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session that he or she is fit for such admission and, if appropriate, for ordination. 

 (i) The Conference shall by Standing Order prescribe the circumstances in which a minister presbyter may or shall become a supernumerary on the ground of age, years of travel, ill health, compassion, difficulty of finding an appointment or otherwise. A minister presbyter may be directed to become a supernumerary by any competent church court upon finding a charge against him or her proved ….  All cases requiring a decision of the Conference shall be considered first by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session, which shall recommend to the Representative Session who shall become supernumeraries and on what grounds. Any permissions granted by the President shall be reported to the Conference in both the Ministerial Presbyteral and Representative Sessions. 

 (j) The deaths of all ministers presbyters shall be reported to the Conference in both the Ministerial Presbyteral and Representative Sessions and obituaries shall be approved by the Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session and reported to the Representative Session and there incorporated in the said Journal. 

 (k) The resignation of a minister presbyter or withdrawal of a ministerial presbyteral probationer shall be reported to the Conference in both the Ministerial Presbyteral and Representative Sessions.

 (l) The Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session shall have such functions in relation to the stationing of ministers presbyters and ministerial presbyteral probationers as may be prescribed by Standing Orders. 
 (m) The Conference may in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session discuss any subject in the Agenda of the Representative Session or any other subject within the jurisdiction of the Conference and communicate its views thereon to the Representative Session by resolution or otherwise.

24 Transaction of General Business. …
 (c) In this clause ‘shared business’ means any general business which concerns any of the matters listed below, …:

(i)
any special resolution to which section 5(3) of the 1976 Act applies; or

(ii)
the procedure of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session of the Conference; or

(iii)
the continuance, composition, functions or procedure of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session of the Synods.

 (f) Resolutions referred under sub-clause (e) and all other items of shared business, including the confirmation of provisional legislation on a matter of shared business, shall be presented first to the Conference in its Ministerial Presbyteral Session. They shall then be presented to the Representative Session with a report on any debate or resolutions thereon in the Ministerial Presbyteral Session, including a fair summary of the principal arguments. 

 (g) If any proposition has been adopted by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session in an amended form those presenting the business in the Representative Session may at their option move it there in its original form or in that adopted by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session.

 (h) Adoption by the Conference in its Representative Session of a resolution in a form already approved by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session shall dispose of the business.

 (i) Adoption by the Representative Session of a resolution in any other form shall be conditional upon ratification by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session  ….Concurrence by the Ministerial Presbyteral Session shall dispose of the business.

 (j) If the Ministerial Presbyteral Session as so reconvened reaffirms its own decision the Representative Session shall have the final decision whether to concur with the Ministerial Presbyteral Session or to abandon the business…. 

 (l) …. those presenting the report to the Conference may at their option present to the Ministerial Presbyteral Session those resolutions only which are within those sub-clauses or all the resolutions 

26 The President. The President of the Conference shall be a minister presbyter …

28 Who presides at the Conference …
 (c) If the President is absent from any meeting of the Ministerial Presbyteral Session the ex-President who has most recently held the substantive office and who is present and willing to act, and failing any such person then such other member of the Conference (being a minister presbyter) as the Conference may choose shall during the absence of the President preside and act as President of the Conference and in each such case with all the powers rights and duties of the President. 

29 The President and the Stations. (a) If any person stationed as minister presbyter or presbyteral probationer for any year dies or ceases to be in the active work the President may station another person as minister presbyter or presbyteral probationer to take the place for such year or the remainder of such year (as the case may be) of the person so dying or ceasing to be in the active work. The President may, after consulting with the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order, exercise similar powers in relation to the stationing of deacons and diaconal probationers.

 (b) If in the opinion of the President it becomes necessary or expedient during the year to make any change in the stations of the ministers presbyters and ministerial presbyteral probationers, whether by removing any person from a station, changing the station of any person or stationing any eligible person (including a ministerial presbyteral student) not previously stationed the President may effect that change in such manner as he or she thinks fit. The President may, after consulting with the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order, exercise similar powers in relation to the stations of the deacons and diaconal probationers.

30 The Secretary. There shall be a Secretary of the Conference, who shall be a minister presbyter

31 Duration of Office….
 (c) A casual vacancy arises in the office of President, Vice-President or Secretary of the Conference if the holder of the office dies or becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a minister presbyter or member (as the case may be) of the Methodist Church and a prospective casual vacancy arises in the office of Secretary of the Conference if the Secretary-Elect dies or becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be such a minister presbyter. 

… (j) In relation to the provisions in sub-clause (c) concerning the incapacity or unfitness of the President, Vice-President, Secretary or Secretary-Elect of the Conference:

(i)
any issue whether such a person is unfit to act on grounds apt to be the subject of a charge involving his or her standing as a minister presbyter or member shall be determined in accordance with the regulations of the Conference for the time being in force in relation to disciplinary proceedings;

40 Church Courts. District Synods (which shall include all the ministers and deacons stationed in the District), …

42 Chairs of Districts. (a) For each District there shall be either a single Chair or two or more co-Chairs, as determined from time to time by the Conference. Every Chair or co-Chair shall be a minister presbyter…

…(c) … provided that if the Chair of any such District becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a minister presbyter he or she shall be disqualified from being Chair. .. it shall be filled by the substitution as Chair of that District of such other person, being a minister presbyter in the active work stationed in the District  …. , and thereupon to appoint and declare the minister presbyter thus chosen to be the Chair of such District …

(d)  ….(i)  any issue whether a Chair is unfit to act on grounds apt to be the subject of a charge involving his or her standing as a minister presbyter shall be determined …

43 The Irish Conference. (a) [deleted]

 (b) Ministers of the Irish Conference admitted into Full Connexion with the Methodist Church in Ireland whether before or since the passing in Northern Ireland of The Methodist Church in Ireland Act (Northern Ireland) 1928 and in the Irish Free State of The Methodist Church in Ireland Act 1928 shall be recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion.

 (c) Ministers and lay members of the Methodist Church in Ireland may be appointed members of the Conference, of the Missionary Committee or of any other committee of the Conference of the Methodist Church.

 (d) Ministers of the Irish Conference who under the provisions of this clause are recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion shall be subject to the rules and discipline of the Conference of the Methodist Church while filling any appointment in the home work or serving in any of the overseas stations of the Methodist Church.

 44 Other Autonomous Conferences …
 (b) Ministers of other autonomous Methodist Conferences Persons authorised by any other autonomous Methodist Conference to exercise generally (whether or not by the name of presbyter) a ministry of word and sacrament, if stationed in the home Districts or overseas, shall during the period of such stationing only be recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion.  

 (d) Ministers of other autonomous Methodist Conferences who under the provisions of this clause are recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion shall be subject to the rules and discipline of the Conference of the Methodist Church while stationed in the home work or serving in any of the overseas stations of the Methodist Church.

45 Ministers of Presbyters from other Churches. (a) Such other persons as the Conference may from time to time specify, if stationed as ministers presbyters in the home Districts or overseas, shall during their period of such stationing only be recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion.   (b) They shall be eligible for membership of the Conference and of other church courts during the period of such stationing as if they were ministers presbyters in Full Connexion with the Conference.

 (c) Persons who under the provisions of this clause are recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion shall be subject to the rules and discipline of the Conference of the Methodist Church while stationed in the home work or serving in any of the overseas stations of the Methodist Church.

The Methodist Council approved this resolution at its meeting in October 2011.
***RESOLUTION

30/3.  The Conference confirmed the further amendments to the Deed of Union set out above.

Amendments to the Model Trusts

Para. 1  Interpretation. In this Schedule, unless the subject or context otherwise requires –...

‘Circuit manse’ means, in relation to any Circuit, a dwelling for occupation by a minister, deacon or probationer appointed to such Circuit;

Para. 14   Religious worship. (1) The managing trustees shall permit such services and meetings for religious worship to be held in any place of worship at such times in such manner and to be officiated at by such minister presbyter or such other person as shall be required or permitted by Methodist practice and by the provisions of this paragraph.

The Methodist Council approved this resolution at its meeting in October 2011.
***RESOLUTION

30/4.  The Conference confirmed the amendments to the Model Trusts set out above.

Amendments to Standing Orders

***  RESOLUTION

30/5.
Noting the amendments to this business on page 634 in Agenda item 55. Law and Polity Report (Part 3).
(a)  The Conference amended Section 00 of Standing Orders as follows:

Section 00   Interpretation

…..

002 Terms defined in the Deed of Union. (1) In these Standing Orders, unless the context otherwise requires, the following expressions have the meanings assigned to them by clause 1 of the Deed of Union:

….   (viiiB) ‘deacon’;

…

(xvi) ‘minister’;

(xvii) ‘Ministerial Presbyteral Session’;

…

(xviiA) ‘presbyter';

…

(xxiii) ‘Superintendent minister presbyter’ or ‘Superintendent’ in relation to a Circuit;

….

004 Officers and Members. In these Standing Orders:

…

 (iii) ‘the Superintendent’ means the Superintendent minister presbyter of the relevant Circuit unless some other body or institution is indicated; 

…

005 Ministers Presbyters and Deacons.  In these Standing Orders, unless the context otherwise requires:

(i) ‘minister presbyter in Full Connexion’ means a minister presbyter of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion, and ‘deacon in Full Connexion’ has a corresponding meaning;

(ii) ‘student minister’, or ‘student’ in relation to training for the presbyteral or diaconal ministry, means a person who has been accepted by the Conference as a candidate for the such ministry and is undergoing training but is not a probationer, and ‘student presbyter’ and ‘student deacon’ or ‘student’ has have a corresponding meaning in relation to training for the diaconate;
(iii) [deleted]

(iv) to ‘appoint’ when used in relation to the action of the Conference means to assign a minister, deacon  (presbyter or deacon) or probationer to fulfil ministerial or diaconal duty in a particular Circuit or other station within the control of the Church;

(v) ‘circuit ministers presbyters’ means the ministers presbyters in the active work who are appointed to a Circuit to discharge the responsibilities specified in Standing Order 520, being those whose names appear under the heading of a Circuit in the stations in accordance with sub-clause (4)(a) of Standing Order 785 as the Superintendent or among the ministers in category (i) of that sub-clause;

 (vi) the circuit ministers (presbyters and deacons) and circuit deacons of a Circuit, and the probationers assigned to fulfil ministerial or diaconal duty in circuit work in that Circuit whose names also appear in the stations in the category referred to in heads (v) and (vA) above, are referred to as being ‘appointed to’ that Circuit;

(viA) ‘ministry deployment figure’, in relation to a District, has the meaning appearing from Standing Order 785(6);

(vii) the ministers, deacons and probationers appointed to a Circuit, together with any other ministers, deacons or probationers whose names appear under the heading of that Circuit in the stations and who are not merely residing in the Circuit for the purposes of the stations under the provisions of Standing Order 785(8)(c) or (d), are referred to as being ‘stationed in’ that Circuit;

(viii) ‘the ministry’ means the body of persons defined in the Deed of Union as ministers, or the office and work of such persons, and ‘ministerial’ has a corresponding meaning, but ‘ministry’ normally has a broader meaning, to include the ministry exercised by those persons defined as deacons in the Deed of Union and, where the context so requires, the ministry exercised by lay people in the Church;

(ix) ‘the diaconate’, when used in relation to the Methodist Church, means the body of persons defined in the Deed of Union as deacons, or the office and work of such persons, and ‘diaconal’ has a corresponding meaning;

(x) ‘the presbyterate’, when used in relation to the Methodist Church, means the body of persons defined in the Deed of Union as presbyters, or the office and work of such persons, and ‘presbyteral’ has a corresponding meaning.

…

007 Other Terms. In these Standing Orders, unless the context otherwise requires:

…

 (ii) (a) ‘training institution’ means a college or other body, whether or not wholly Methodist, at which training for lay people, or ministers or deacons is carried on in connection with the Methodist Church;

(b)
‘theological college’ means a college, whether or not wholly Methodist, at which ministerial or diaconal training is carried on in connection with the Methodist Church;

(c)
[deleted]

(d)
‘oversight tutor’ means an office-holder who is a member of the Methodist Church appointed by the Conference to have responsibility on behalf of the relevant oversight committees for the formation, discipline and pastoral care of students undergoing foundation training and of student ministers and student deacons, and to carry out the specific duties prescribed elsewhere in Standing Orders.

…

(b)  The Conference amended the Standing Orders listed below as follows:

(i)  In the following instances, relating to the Ministerial Sessions of the Conference or the Synods, for “Ministerial” substitute “Presbyteral”:

034, twice 

101(3)

116B

122(5)

123(3)

138(6)(i)

139

Section 15  Title

150(1);  (2)(ii)

151

153(1);  (3)

154

32A1(3)

358(2)

411(1); (4), twice

414(3)

Section 48 Title

480

481(1);  (2)

486

487(2)

48A4(3)(xvii)

495(1)(c); (d)

700(6), twice

713(1);  (7)(b);   (8)

715(8); (9)

716  Title;  (1);  (5);  (6)

716A

717(2)

718(8)

721(1)

725(1);  (4)(d); (e)

726(1);  (2);  (6)

727(2), three times

728(2)(a); (c) twice; (5)(a); (b)

730(14)

732(3)(d)

742(2)(a)

760(6)

761(5); (12); (13)

770(6)(a)

774(3); (4)

790(1); (2)(e), twice; (3);  (5)

791(5)

1002  Title;  (12)

1145(1)(a)(i); (2)(b)(i)

1147(2)(i)

(ii)  In these further instances, for “ministerial” or “Ministerial” substitute respectively “presbyteral” or “Presbyteral”:

010(3)(iii)

010A(2), twice

011(2)(b)

030(3)(i), twice;  (iii), twice

031(1A)

102(2)

153(1)

154

320  Title;  (1), line 2; (i)

321  Title;  (1), line 2; (v), three times; (vii)

322(1)(iv)

325(1)(ii)

326A

32A0(2)(ii)

32A1(3), twice

362(4)(iv)

365(7)(ii)

410(2), twice

414(3); (4)

424(3)

438  Title

453

476(1)(i)

480

481(1), line 3
484(1)

487(1)

491(3)(v)

495(1)(a); (d)

497(3)

502(1)(g)(ii)

502(9)

525,  line 2

541(5)

543  Title

544(6)

545  Title

548  Title; (1)

560(1)(i)

564

610(4)(i);  (ii)

611(1)

Section 71  Title

710(6), twice; (7)

711(1),  three times;  (4),  three times

712(1); (2), twice; (5), twice

713(1);  (2); (7)(a); (9)

714(1);  (2)

715(1)

716(1)

718(2);  (5);  (6);  (7), twice
Section 72  Title

720(4)

721(1)

722(2), twice; (3); (4); (5), twice

723(1), three times; (2)(a); (c); (3)(a); (b);  (d) twice; (4);  (5)

724(1);  (2);  (3)(i) and (ii); (4), twice

725(1), twice; (2), twice; (3)(c); (4)(a); (e)

726(1); (6)

727(1), twice; (2)

728(1)(a) and (b); (2)(c);  (4);  (5)(a)

729(2)
742(1);  (2)(a)

745(1)(i)

772(6)

773(1)

774(3); (6)
780(2)(b)

781(1)(b);  (3)

782  Title;  (1);  (2);  (7)

783(3)

785(1); (6)
805(3)(b)  

1131(5)(i), twice

1145(1)(a)(i), twice; (2)(b)(i), twice

1147(2)(i), twice

(iii)  For “minister” substitute “presbyter”:

010(3)(iii); (iv), line 1; (v)

010A(2), three times;  

011(6);  (7)

042(1)

050(1); (6)

051(5)

052(2); (4)

055(1), twice;  (2);  (3), twice;  (4)

057(3)

101(2)

102(1)(i)(e)

105(3)

151

313(1), first occurrence

315(1), first occurrence

321(1)(vii)

323(2)(x)

343(4)(iii)

344(1);  (2);  (4);  (6)

354(3)

355A

364(2)

414(3)

420, (twice)

421(3)

423A(1)

425(1)

426(2)(ii);  (4)

438(1A)

487(1);  (3);  (5)

497(3)

502(1)(b)(i), (ii); (g)(i); (g)(ii) twice;  (5) twice

520(1)

521(2), three times

523(2) [line 5]

525

529

540(7A);  (8)

543(1);  (2);  (3)

544(1)(i);(ii);  (1A);  (2);  (6), twice; (9);  (10)(a);  (11)
545(1);  (2);  (3); (3B);  (3D);  (3E), three times; (4)(b)

547(1)

564, twice

566(4)(i)

569  Title

609(2)

610(4)(ii); (iii), twice 

613(2)

622(1)

623(1)

632(2)

633

634(4)

651(3)

690(2)(a), 3 times

691(i); (ii);

692(1), twice;  (2);  (3), three times

700(8)

701(9)

711(1);  (3)

712(1);  (6)(i)

715(4)

718(2), twice; (7), twice;  (10), 3 times

720(3);  (4)

722(5), three times

726(1)

727(1);  (2)

728(2)(b)

729(1)(i), first occurrence

741

743(1)(a)(i) and (ii)
744(1), line 2
754(1D)

760(1), line 1; (6)

761  Title; (1);  (2)(iv); (10); (11); 14
770(2), twice;  (3);  (4)(a); (b); (c); (6)(a), twice

772(1); (4) 
780(2)(a); (b), twice; (c)
781(2)(a) and (ii)

782(2), twice;  (5);  (8), twice

784(2)

785(3)(b); (8)(a)

790(1), twice

791(4)

792(1)(b);  (3)
793(1)

800(3); (4)

805(3)(a); (b)

983A(10)(i)

1002(16)

1105(1)

1131(5)(i)

1134(1)(i)(a);  (3);  (4); (6)(i)

1151(3)(i); (6)(iii)

(iv)  For “ministers” substitute “presbyters”:

011(1), twice

013(1)(i), twice

031(1A); (1B)

042(1)

056(4)

101(2); (3)

103(2A)

105(1)

150(2)(ii); (iii)

153(1), twice;  (2), 1st occurrence;  (3), twice

154

212(4), line 2

243(2)

312(2)(i), line 2

Section 32,  Title

321(1)(iv);  (4);  (5)(a)

322(1)(x);  (4), three times
323(2)(i); (iii); (iv); (vi)

343(4)

355(1)(i);   (1A);  (3)(b), twice

362(4)(i)

414(1)

417B

422(1)

423(2)

424(3)

438(1); (2)

451, twice

480

484(1)

486

497(3)

500(1)

502(9), twice

503(1)(i), line 2

520(1), line 1;  (3)

521(2)

523(1), line 5; (2), line 7

526(1)

534, four times

540(1);  (4);  (5);  (7A)

544(6)

548(3)

552(1), line 2

560(1)(i), twice
606(1)(i), line 2

609(1)

610(4)(i) 

611(1)
Part 7  Title  

700(1);  (2);  (3);  (4);  (5);  (6), twice;  (7);  (9), second occurrence; (10), line 4; (11);(12)
725(1); (3)(a)

728  Title; (5)(a) and (b)

740(1)(a);  (2);  (3);  (4)

742(1);  (2)(a)

745(2)(i)

770(1); (2), twice; (3)

772(3); (5); (6), twice
780(1)

782(1), three times;  (2);  (3);  (4), twice;  (5), twice;  (6), three times

783(3)

785(2), twice; (3)(a), (b) line 6; (4)(a) line 2 and (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi); (b) 

790(1);  (5)

791(5)

Part 8  Title

800(4), twice
1002(1); (7);  (10);  (12); (17) twice; (18); (20), lines 2 and 3

1131(5)(i)

1145(1)(a)(i); (2)(b)(i)

1147(2)(i); (3)(ii)

(v)  For “the ministry” substitute “the presbyterate”:

030(1)

321(3)

362(4)(iv)

494(1)

710(1)(a); (b);  (2);  (3)(a), twice;  (7), twice

711(1), twice

712(2)

713(1)

714(1)

716(5), twice

717(2)

718(1);  (4);  (9)

720(1), twice

723(3)(a)

724(6)

725(3)(a);  (4)(a)

730(3); (4)(iv);  (10)

800(1)

1104(1)(iv)

(vi)  In the phrase “minister, deacon” delete “, deacon”:

011A(3);  (4);  (5), twice

013(11), twice

232(2)(ii)

365(2)(b);  (6)(ii);  (7)(i)

410(1)(ii);  (2), line 1

433(3)

528(4)

630(1A)

631(1)(v) 
773(1)

774(4); (9), three times

775(2)

785(5)(a);  (c)

801(1)(a);  (3);  (5)(a);  (6)(a), twice;  (b); (c)

803(1A);  (2);  (6);  (8); (10), twice

804(1)

805(1)(a); (b), twice;  (2)(a); (b)

954(viii)

1104(8)

1110(1)(i); (3);  (4)(ii); (6)

1134(1)(i); (6)(i)

1150(8); (9)(i)

1152(3)

(vii) In the phrase “ministers, deacons” delete “, deacons”:

013(4);  (9);  

013A(1)(iii);  (2)(iii)

124(7)

212(3);  (4)

322(6)

402(6), twice

410(1)(ii)

424(1)

498(3)

503(1)(i), line 1

515(3)

520(1), line 9

523(1);  (2), twice

524

526(2)

527(2)

528(1)

531(1);  (3)(i); (ii)

532(1)(ii); (iii)

544(4)

552

606(1)(i)

610(1)(i); (4), line 1

643(1)

644(1)(ii)

700(9);  (10) 
773(2)

785(5)(a) and (b)

801(2);  (4);  (7)

802(1);  (2);  (5)

803(9)

804(2)

1104(1)(iv)

1120(12)

1151(8)

(viii)  In the phrase “ministers and deacons” delete “and deacons”:

124(10)

213(4B), twice

302(3)(ii)

364(1)(iii); (iv)

410(1)(ii); (4A)

416(1);  (2)

515(2)

745(1); (4)(a) 
774  Title

775(3);  (4), twice

785(3)(b)

790(6)

801(1)(a), twice; (b), twice

(ix)  In the phrase “ministerial and diaconal”, or “Ministerial and Diaconal” delete “and diaconal” or “and Diaconal”, as the case may be:

Section 04  Title

313  Title

315  Title

1151  Title;  (8)

(x)  In the phrase “minister or deacon” or “deacon or minister” delete “or deacon” or “deacon or”, respectively:

040(1);  (7)

042(3);  (6);  (7)

102(1)(i)(f)

111(3), twice

138(3)

210(1)(iv)

316(1)(i);  (3)

444(5)

547(1)

743(1)(c) line 1 and (iii), twice;  (2);  (3)

744(1), line 3;  (10);  (11)

745(4)(b)(i)

760(1), line 4;  (4);  (5), four times; 

761(10);  (11);  (14) 
774(1);  (2); (6);  (7);  (8);  (11)

775(1)

790(1A);  (1B);  (1C);  (1D);  (2)(a); (b), twice; (c) and (d);  (3);  (4)

791(1); (3)

792(1)(a);  (2)

793(2)

803(1)(a), twice; (d)(ii)

1105(11)
(xi)  In the phrase “ministers or deacons” delete “or deacons”:

138(2)(v)

210(2)(a)

417(1)(i)

444(4)

581(2)(i)

806(3)

(xii)  In the phrase “ministerial or diaconal” delete “or diaconal”:

110A(2)

136(1)(ii)

417(1)(ii)

745(3)(ii)

802(5)

1105(2);  (11)

1110(5)

1150(9)(i)

1152(3)

(xiii)  Insert “presbyteral” before “probationer[s]”:

055(1), line 4;  (2);  (3), line 1;  (4)

153(3), twice

484(2), line 1
487(5)

502(5)

521(2)

526(1)

543(2)

622(1) 

623(1) 

633(1) 

634(4) 

651(3) 

692(1);  (2) 

700(8);  (11);  (12)

728(3)

1002(7);  (16);  (18)

(c)   The Conference amended the Standing Orders indicated below as follows:
010(3)(iv), lines 3 to 4: for “minister or deacon authorised by the Conference to serve as such” substitute “person authorised by the Conference to serve as a presbyter or deacon”.

019(4): delete “, diaconal”.

124(5) and (9): delete “and deacon” and in (8), delete “or deacon’s”.
153(2): for “probationers and student ministers”, substitute “probationers and students”.

212(3): for “superintendent ministers” substitute “Superintendents”.

326(3): insert “diaconal” before “probationers”.

364(1)(iii): for “, student ministers and student deacons” substitute “and student ministers”; in (vi), delete “and student deacons”; in (vii), delete “, deacons’”.  

365(1), (4) and (5): delete “, circuit deacon”.

410(1)(xi): delete “and student deacons”

498(3): for “ministers, deacons, probationers, the circuit stewards” substitute “ministers, probationers, circuit stewards”.
520(2): delete “, deacons”

528(2): delete “, student deacons”.

553: for “ministers, probationers and deacons”, substitute “ministers and probationers”.

605(1): delete “or deacons” and “(in either case)”

700(1): delete “presbyteral”.

700(9): for “Superintendent ministers” substitute “Superintendents”.

701(9): for “Probationers” substitute “Diaconal probationers”.

701(11) and (12): for “probationers” substitute “diaconal probationers”.

726(5): for “Student ministers, student deacons” substitute “Students”. 

728(4): for “ordinands” substitute “presbyteral ordinands”.

729(1)(i): for “minister of” substitute “person ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments”. 

741: delete “ministerial and diaconal”.

742(2)(b): for “Supernumeraries” substitute “Supernumerary presbyters”.

742(3)(b): for “Supernumeraries” substitute “Supernumerary deacons”. 

743(1)(a)(iii): delete “minister or deacon”. 

743(1)(c)(i) and 744(10): in the phrase “minister’s or deacon’s” delete “or deacon’s”.

761(11): for “clause 718” substitute “Standing Order 718”.

761(12) and 774(3): delete “minister, student deacon”.

761(14): for “, student minister or student deacon” substitute “or student”.

774(4), line 1 and 775(2): for “minister, deacon, probationer, student minister or student deacon” substitute “presbyter, deacon, probationer or student”.

774(4), line 6: for “probationer, student minister or student deacon” substitute “probationer or student”.

781(1)(a): delete “minister and deacon”. 

785(2): for “ministers, deacons, probationers, student ministers and student deacons” substitute “presbyters, deacons, probationers and students”.

790(1B): delete “or deacon’s”.

802(3): delete “, circuit deacons”

1105(11): delete “ministerial or diaconal”

1123(6)(iii): for “student or probationer minister or deacon” substitute “student minister or probationer”.
(d)  The Conference amended Standing Order 512 and Section 73 as follows:
(i)  SO  512   Ecumenical areas and partnerships
….  (2)   (2) In each designated Ecumenical Area, the Conference shall encourage the appointment of one of the ministers (from any of the participating Churches) as the ‘Lead Minister’ in the ministerial team which shares in the oversight of the churches in the area. Where the Lead Minister is a Methodist Minister presbyter in Full Connexion or a minister recognised and regarded as such a presbyter, he or she shall be the Superintendent minister of the Circuit constituted by the Ecumenical Area. In other cases, whilst leadership of the Ecumenical Area remains with the Lead Minister (if any), the Conference shall appoint a Methodist minister presbyter, who may be a minister presbyter appointed to the Circuit concerned or a minister presbyter stationed elsewhere, to undertake the duties of a Superintendent that cannot be or are not fulfilled by that Lead Minister.

 (3) (a) This clause applies to a Circuit in which:

(i)
there is a local ecumenical partnership (designated as such by the Synod under Standing Order 412(2));

(ii)
it is the policy of the Circuit that the minister with pastoral charge of the local ecumenical partnership is also the Superintendent minister of the Circuit;

(iii)
the minister who will have pastoral charge of the local ecumenical partnership from the 1st September next following will not be a Methodist minister presbyter in Full Connexion or a minister recognised and regarded as such a presbyter; and

(iv)
it is impractical, in the judgment of the Chair of the District and the Circuit Meeting, for another minister presbyter appointed to the Circuit to be also the Superintendent minister of the Circuit.

 (b) In a Circuit to which this clause applies:

(i)
the Conference shall encourage the appointment of the minister who will have pastoral charge of the local ecumenical partnership as the ‘Lead Minister’ of the Circuit; and

(ii)
the Conference shall appoint a Methodist minister presbyter stationed elsewhere to undertake the duties of a Superintendent that cannot be or are not fulfilled by that Lead Minister.

(ii)  Section 73  Transfer and Recognition

730 Ministerial and Diaconal Transfer between Churches. (1) It shall be competent for the Conference to transfer ministers presbyters and deacons in Full Connexion to other conferences and to other churches with which we are in communion, when mutually approved, on the understanding that on the completion of such a transfer all financial arrangements hitherto existing between the minister or deacon and the British Conference shall come to an end. Upon any such transfer of a deacon, the deacon shall cease to be a member of the Methodist Diaconal Order.

 (2) (a) Ministers and probationers of Persons ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments in other conferences, ministers of or other Christian churches, probationers for such ministry, ordained deacons of the United Methodist Church or of a church with a three-fold order of ministry and officers of the Salvation Army who wish to be admitted into Full Connexion with the Conference as ministers presbyters or admitted upon ministerial presbyteral probation shall apply in writing before the 15th January to the President, who shall arrange for the application to be considered as set out in the following clauses.

 …..
 (3) So far as judged desirable, in each case, by the Ministerial Presbyteral or Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee, as appropriate, the requirements of clauses (4) and (5) of Standing Order 710 shall apply as if the applicant were a candidate offering for the ministry presbyterate or the diaconate.

 (4) The appropriate Connexional Team member responsible for ministerial presbyteral or diaconal candidates shall obtain:

…

 (iii) reports by a responsible representative of the applicant’s existing denomination and by a Methodist minister presbyter or deacon who knows the applicant, neither being one of the referees in (ii) above;

(iv) a signed assurance by the applicant, if offering for the ministry presbyterate that he or she believes and will preach our doctrines and is willing to accept and administer our discipline, or if offering for the diaconate that he or she assents to the doctrinal standards set out in clause 4 of the Deed of Union and is willing to accept Methodist discipline and the obligations of membership of the Methodist Diaconal Order; and in either case that he or she accepts the obligation to be at the disposal of the Conference for stationing;

….

 (5) The Team member shall also:

(i) require the applicant, not later than the date determined by the Ministerial Presbyteral and Diaconal Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committees, to complete and return to the Team ….;

 (6) The application shall be considered by the Ministerial Presbyteral or Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee as appropriate …..

….

 (8) The relevant committee shall not recommend that an application be granted unless

…

 (ii) the Stationing Committee has approved outline provisions for the stationing of the minister or deacon including proposals about how she or he will exercise his or her ministry and the terms and conditions of service under which she or he will serve, and the relevant Selection Committee is satisfied that the applicant is willing and able to fulfil them. 
 (9) If the committee recommends that an application be granted or conditionally granted it shall also recommend:

…

 (iii) whether on admission into Full Connexion he or she should be so admitted as a person who has been ordained minister of the word and sacraments or deacon in a church whose ministry or diaconate is recognised by the Methodist Church, or should be so ordained by the Conference;

(iv) in what way he or she should be stationed for the purposes of Standing Order 780(1).

 (10) The applicant may, by notice in writing to the appropriate Team member responsible for candidates for the ministry presbyterate or the diaconate, apply for a review of the recommendation of the committee, specifying the grounds of appeal…. 
…

 (13) (a) Notwithstanding clause (11) above, if the relevant Ministerial Presbyteral or Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee recommends that an application ….
 (b) The Conference, if it agrees to accept the application, shall record that the applicant is received into Full Connexion or probation, as the case may be, but shall not refer to transfer.

 (14) The Ministerial Presbyteral Session of the Conference and the Conference Diaconal Committee shall consider the reports of the Ministerial Presbyteral and Diaconal Candidates Selection Committees respectively and (if applicable) the Appeal Committee on all applications for transfer under this Standing Order and make recommendations to the Representative Session of the Conference. ….
 731 Former Ministers and Deacons of other Churches applying to be received into Full Connexion. (1) This Standing Order applies to persons who have been ordained to the ministry of the word and sacraments or to the diaconate by an autonomous conference or in a church whose presbyteral ministry or diaconate is recognised by the Methodist Church but who are no longer recognised as such ministers or deacons by that conference or church.

 (2) Where such a person applies to be received into Full Connexion then the procedures of Standing Order 730 shall apply with the following variations:

(i) The Ministerial Presbyteral or Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee shall inquire into the reasons why the applicant is no longer regarded as a presbyteral minister or deacon, and shall be satisfied that, if he or she had been applying for reinstatement under Standing Order 761, the application would have been granted.

…

 732 Persons Recognised and Regarded as Ministers or Deacons. (1) Ministers of the Irish Conference admitted into Full Connexion with the Methodist Church in Ireland are listed in the Minutes of Conference and by virtue of clause 43(b) of the Deed of Union are recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion.

 (2) The names of ministers of word and sacraments of other autonomous conferences who are to be appointed to the stations shall be reported to the Conference each year and those so named shall by virtue of clause 44(b) of the Deed of Union be recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion during the period of that appointment.

 (3) (a) The persons to be recognised and regarded as ministers presbyters or deacons of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion by virtue of clause 45 or clause 45A respectively of the Deed of Union shall be specified annually by the Conference for the ensuing year, and their names shall be printed in the Minutes.

…

 (d) All such applications shall be made in the case of presbyters to the Secretary of the Conference, and in the case of deacons to the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order and the Secretary of the Conference. The Secretary shall ensure that the applications are assessed by the same connexional bodies as deal with those offering for reception into Full Connexion by transfer, and according to similar criteria, and shall bring them to the Ministerial Presbyteral Session of the Conference or the Conference Diaconal Committee, as the case may be, with recommendations.

…

 (4) All persons who by virtue of clauses 43, 44, 45 and 45A of the Deed of Union are recognised and regarded as ministers  presbyters or deacons of the Methodist Church admitted into Full Connexion are here referred to as ministers presbyters or deacons respectively and collectively as ministers, whatever may be their title by the usage of their own church.

 (5) Such ministers or deacons shall serve under the same terms and conditions and be as available for stationing as ministers presbyters or deacons in Full Connexion, and all the principles of presbyteral or diaconal ministry set out in Standing Orders 700 and 701 shall apply to them. They shall be accountable both for their ministerial or diaconal practice and for their general vocation and development as ministers or deacons to the Conference in the first instance and, through the Conference, to their own conferences or churches and in the event of a complaint or charge the provisions of Part 11 of Standing Orders apply accordingly (subject to the modifications set out in clauses (4) to (7) of Standing Order 1151).

 (6) The Conference or the appropriate committee may make recommendations to a minister’s or deacon’s own conference or church as to supernumeraryship, deployment under the terms of Standing Order 780, transfer to another conference or church, resignation from the ministry or any corresponding or similar subject, but the authority on any such subject shall remain with the minister’s or deacon’s own conference or church.

 733 Persons Authorised to Serve as Ministers Presbyters or Deacons. (1) The Conference may authorise persons who are not ministers presbyters or deacons in Full Connexion nor recognised or regarded as such to serve the Methodist Church during the ensuing connexional year to the extent specified in clause (5) below, and in these Standing Orders and in the stations such a person is referred to as being ‘authorised to serve the Church as a minister presbyter’ or ‘authorised to serve the Church as a deacon’ respectively.

 (2) A person seeking to be so authorised must in the case of ministers have been ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments in a church whose ministry is recognised by the Methodist Church or in the case of deacons have been ordained to the diaconate in an autonomous conference or in a church whose diaconate is recognised by the Methodist Church. …..Ministers and deacons Persons who apply under the terms of this Standing Order shall also be required before being so authorised to make a declaration that they will not during the period of authorisation so preach or expound God’s holy word or perform any act as to deny or repudiate the doctrinal standards of the Methodist Church. …

 (5) Persons authorised under this Standing Order shall be appointed by the Conference to fulfil ministerial presbyteral or diaconal duties in a circuit or other appointment within the control of the Church. They may be so authorised whilst concurrently being appointed by their own conferences or churches to fulfil ministerial or diaconal duties on their behalf. ….

 (6) Persons who are authorised to serve the Church as ministers presbyters or deacons are accountable for their general vocation and development as ministers or deacons to their own conferences or churches. As required by clause (2) above they are accountable to the Conference for the specific tasks which they are authorised by the Conference to undertake on its behalf in particular appointments. In the event of any proposed complaint against such a person which would, in the case of a minister presbyter or deacon in Full Connexion or recognised and regarded as such, be dealt with under Part 11 of Standing Orders, the matter shall be referred to his or her own conference or church to be dealt with unless otherwise stipulated in any arrangement made under Standing Order 736.

 (7) (a) The authorisation given under this Standing Order in the case of those authorised to serve as ministers presbyters shall be to administer the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to conduct services, to preach and in addition to exercise pastoral responsibility and, where appropriate, pastoral charge in Local Churches or such other ministry as shall be specified in the terms of the appointment, but not to fulfil the duties of Superintendent…..
 733A Associate Ministers Presbyters or Deacons. (1) The Conference may grant the status of associate minister presbyter or deacon to persons who are not ministers presbyters or deacons in Full Connexion nor recognised or regarded as such nor authorised to serve as such, and thereby affirm and own their ministries to the extent specified in clause (3) below during the ensuing connexional year. In these Standing Orders and in the stations such a person is referred to as being an ‘associate minister presbyter’ or ‘associate deacon’ respectively.

 (2) The requirements of clause (2) to (4) of Standing Order 733 with any necessary modifications shall apply to a person seeking to be granted the status of associate minister presbyter or associate deacon as if he or she were seeking to be authorised to serve the Church as a minister presbyter or deacon, with the exceptions that his or her forms of service and accountability are limited to the extent set out in clauses (3) and (4) of this Standing Order, that he or she is not required to be interviewed and that the President may grant the status on the ground of furthering ecumenical cooperation rather than the urgency of the situation.

 (3) Persons granted the status of associate minister presbyter or deacon under this Standing Order shall be permitted by the Conference to undertake specific acts of ministry in and on behalf of particular Local Churches or institutions to the extent that their own churches allow them. Those so permitted shall normally be appointed concurrently by their own churches to fulfil ministerial or diaconal duties on their behalf. The particular acts of ministry and the extent to which and places in which they may be exercised shall be specified in the agreement between the Conference and their own churches under Standing Order 736(1). For those granted the status of associate minister presbyter they may include particular functions of the ministry of the word and the ministry of sacrament, such as preaching, conducting services and administering the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and particular functions of the ministry of pastoral responsibility in the sense of undertaking pastoral work and offering pastoral care, but not of exercising pastoral charge. For those granted the status of associate deacon they may include particular functions of the ministry of witness through service such as administering the sacrament of Baptism, conducting services, preaching where authorised to do so in their own churches and undertaking pastoral work in Local Churches or such other ministry as shall be specified in the terms of the appointment. In granting the status of associate minister presbyter or deacon under this Standing Order the Conference or, as the case may be, the President shall in each case specify the Circuits or other bodies in which that status shall pertain.

 (4) Persons who are granted the status of associate minister presbyter or deacon serve under the terms and conditions of service of their own churches and are accountable to those churches for all their ministerial practice, including that undertaken in or on behalf of the Church. The granting of permission by their churches shall include a provision that those churches shall ensure that in so far as the people concerned are affecting or representing local Methodist churches or institutions they shall act in ways acceptable to the Conference and in consultation with the appropriate Superintendent or Chair of District. In the event of any proposed complaint against such a person which would, in the case of a minister presbyter or deacon in Full Connexion or recognised and regarded as such, be dealt with under Part 11 of Standing Orders, the matter shall be referred to his or her own conference or church to be dealt with unless otherwise stipulated in any arrangement made under Standing Order 736.

 734 Presbyteral and Diaconal Probationers of other Conferences and Churches. (1) Subject to agreement with the conference or church concerned the Conference may authorise a person to serve the Methodist Church as a ministerial presbyteral or diaconal probationer during the ensuing connexional year. Such a person shall be in training for the ministry of word and sacraments or for the diaconate of another conference or of a church whose ministry or diaconate is recognised by the Methodist Church. If he or she is ordained to the diaconate of a church with a three-fold ministry, and is in training or on trial for the priesthood of that church, he or she shall be authorised to serve as a ministerial presbyteral probationer. In these Standing Orders and in the stations such a person is referred to as being ‘authorised to serve the Church as a ministerial presbyteral probationer’ or ‘authorised to serve the Church as a diaconal probationer’ respectively.

 (2)…
 (b) The appropriate Connexional Team member responsible for ministerial presbyteral or diaconal candidates shall in each case obtain from the candidate and from the appropriate authorities in the applicant’s own conference or church and his or her training institution the assurances required by clause (2)(a) above.

 (3) The provisions of Standing Order 733 shall apply except that in relation to ministerial presbyteral and diaconal probationers and ordained deacons in training for the presbyterate of other conferences or churches serving under the Conference such of the procedure prescribed by Standing Orders 724, 725, 728(1) to (4) and 728A(1) to (3) and Part 11 or by the corresponding regulations of their own conferences or churches shall be carried out by the Synods, other district bodies and connexional committees with such modifications as may be agreed between the Conference and the other conference or church concerned in each case. 
 (4) Ministerial Presbyteral and diaconal probationers received into Full Connexion by their own conferences while serving under the Conference shall at the request of the conference concerned be ordained ministers presbyters or deacons at the next convenient ordination service appointed by the Conference.

 735 Permission to Serve another Conference or Church. (1) Appointments under Article 9 of the Constitution of the Methodist Missionary Society and permissions under Standing Order 773 are not within the scope of this Standing Order. 
 (2) In all other cases where a minister or deacon wishes to be permitted to serve another conference or church, application shall be made to the Stationing Advisory Committee which shall make recommendations in the case of a minister presbyter to the Secretary of the Conference and in the case of a deacon to the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order and the Secretary of the Conference. The Secretary shall bring them to the Conference or, in cases arising after the meeting of the Conference where the urgency of the situation demands it, to the President.

 (3) Permission shall only be given to serve a conference or church whose ministry is recognised by the Methodist Church.

 (4) Permission may be given on terms that the minister or deacon will be accountable to the other conference or church both for his or her ministerial presbyteral or diaconal practice and for his or her general vocation and development as a minister presbyter or deacon and, through that conference or church, to the Conference, if such terms are agreed by the Conference and the conference or church concerned.

 (5) In every other case, any permission given shall be on terms that the minister or deacon will be accountable to that conference or church for the specific tasks which he or she is authorised by that conference or church to undertake on its behalf, but that he or she will continue to be accountable to the Conference for his or her general vocation and development as a minister presbyter or deacon.

 736 Arrangements with other Conferences and Churches. (1) The Conference shall seek to enter into mutually acceptable arrangements with other conferences and churches as to the well-being and terms of service of and their respective responsibilities for ministers and deacons of one conference or church serving for the time being under another.

 (2) The names of ministers and deacons those included in the alphabetical lists of ministers and deacons in the Minutes of Conference at the time of the formation of a united church or establishment of an autonomous conference, and who became presbyteral ministers or deacons of that church or conference, shall continue to be recorded in a list maintained by the Connexional Team so long as they live and continue to be such ministers or deacons in their respective churches.

 ***RESOLUTION
30/6.
The Conference authorised the editor of Constitutional Practice and Discipline, in consultation with members of the Law and Polity Committee, to make such amendments as are necessary to the texts in current usage in the remainder of volume 2, to reflect the changes adopted above.  
