
5.
Action for Children
Basic Information

	Title
	Action for Children

	Contact Name and Details
	William R Morrey

Faith Communities Adviser
will.morrey@actionforchildren.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final Report

	Resolutions


	5/1.
The Conference receives the General Report of Action for Children.

5/2.
The Conference notes that the Trustees of Action for Children for the 
current year are as set out at the end of the Report


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	Annual Report

	Main Points


	Introduction

Shaping our Future for Children

Making a Difference Together

Increasing Partnership with the Methodist Church

My Action for Children

International Partnership Work
Annual Review of Neglect

Thanks

Resolutions


5.
Action for Children 
1. 
Introduction

This year Action for Children will again provide members of the Conference with a printed copy of the Annual Report (published September 2011). It provides a snapshot of the wide range of services provided and the Conference is invited to thank God for the values and commitment that still drive our work and for all that is being achieved through Action for Children as the children’s charity of the Methodist Church. 

The current economic situation has affected profoundly those who need our services. For Action for Children itself, it has brought an imperative to focus even more clearly on our core purpose: always to be there for the most vulnerable and neglected children, in local communities across all nations of the UK, both through our services and through campaigning for change. Our priority is to focus as many of our resources as possible to the front line so that we can continue to support the most vulnerable children and young people, for as long as it takes to make a difference in their lives.

2.
Shaping our Future for Children
In order to make sure we are as effective as possible and the whole organisation supports our front line services, we are undertaking a change programme called Shaping our Future for Children. This will ensure that we are working in the smartest, most effective and efficient ways possible, while faced with some of the most severe external challenges in our history. Shaping our Future for Children will mean we can protect our existing services, win new ones, and continue to speak out with and for the most vulnerable children, while providing the best possible value for the children we serve and for our funding partners.

3.
Making a Difference Together
We are deeply thankful to so many people who have supported the work of Action for Children. Our Methodist supporters have always been there for us: just as we try always to be there for the children and young people who need us most. Methodists regularly give of their time, their knowledge, their energy and their prayers. We value our partnership together and in what follows, supplement the Annual Report with a brief update on the development of our partnership with the Church.

We will welcome feedback on any aspects of our report and work at the Action for Children stall, or you can speak to the Revd Will Morrey (Faith Communities Adviser), a member of the Conference.
4.
Increasing Partnership with the Methodist Church

During the last year we have continued to develop our cooperation in areas that can be of mutual benefit. These have included: 

· our Public Policy team and the Joint Public Issues Team sharing briefings and working together to support campaigns to influence national governments eg On our own two feet campaign, and the Measure for Measure campaign 
· co-production of Advent and Christmas worship resources

· engagement with the Methodist Youth Assembly

· in Action for Children’s campaigns team a One Programme Partnership placement is being undertaken by a young Methodist

· cooperation around safeguarding policy and practice

· celebrating Action for Children Sunday

· supporting child care development beyond the UK through our International Partnership agreement with the World Church Relationships Team

· support for fundraising activities through our Partnership Fundraising Team

5.
My Action for Children

My Action for Children website (www.my.actionforchildren.org.uk) enables supporters to identify projects that are close to their home or heart and to see how their financial support is making a practical difference in the lives of vulnerable and neglected children and young people. Many Methodist supporters have been requesting a resource like this for some years and we are encouraged by the response to the website.

6.
International Partnership Work

Our creative partnership with the World Church Relationships Office of the Methodist Church has enabled us to support child care work through partnerships with Methodist Churches in southern Africa, Zimbabwe and Belize. The partnership strategy agreed by the Council of Action for Children and the Methodist Council enables us to make the best use of our joint knowledge and experience, so we can support locally delivered services as effectively as possible.

7.
Annual Review of Neglect
'Child Neglect in 2011: an annual review’ was launched earlier in 2012 in England, Wales and Scotland. It has been followed with an email and letter campaign asking governments to do more to support professionals to better understand and tackle neglect, and make sure that families who need it get help as soon as possible.
8. 
Thanks
Action for Children extended to trustees who have completed their terms of office.  We are grateful to the Revd William Anderson (2005) who by his support for projects in the Midlands and engagement with the Council has consistently kept the need of the child at the centre of our considerations, and to Christopher Daws (2005) who has given invaluable wisdom and support to the Council not least in the area of its financial responsibilities. 

***RESOLUTIONS
5/1.
The Conference received the General Report of Action for Children.

5/2.
The Conference noted that the trustees of Action for Children for the current year are:

•
Chair: Pamela Chesters (2006)

•
Vice Chair: Catherine Dugmore (2006)

•
Methodist Church Appointee: Ruby Beech (2008)


In addition, the following 12 people:
 

· Allan Burns CBE (2010)

· Les Clifford (2011)
· Nicky Douglas (2009)

· David Findley (2007)
· Stanley Goudie CBE (2011)

· The Revd John Howard (2011)

· Gareth Matthewson OBE (2008)

· Andrew McDonald (2007)

· Gerald Russell (2005)

· Heather Schroeder CBE (2008)

· Paul Snell CBE (2009)

· Terence Wynn (2007)
