55.
Law and Polity Report (Part 3)
Standing Order 138 Memorials Committee

SO 138 requires the Committee to be chaired by the ex-President.  The Committee considers that it would be more appropriate, and in line with other Committees, to provide for a former President or Vice-President to chair the Committee.  Other than the chair all members of the Committee are appointed for not less than three years and it is therefore proposed that, so as to enable continuity in the chairing of the meeting, the person appointed as Chair should serve for a period of three years.

***RESOLUTION

55/1.
The Conference amended SO 138(2)(i) as follows 

(2) (i) the ex-President a former President or Vice-President appointed for three years, who shall be chair;

Standing Order 342 State Funded Schools
The Conference in 2011 made a number of amendments to Standing Order 343 in response to recent changes in legislation that affect state funded Methodist and ecumenical schools. Under that legislation, the Church as the providing body is responsible for matters relating to standards, ethos and school improvement and that responsibility is reflected in the proposed amendment below. In practice, the Methodist Council will delegate that responsibility to the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust, and this will be made clear in an appropriate editorial note in the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church.

(The editorial note would read along these lines: ‘In 2012 the Council set up the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust (MAST) and delegated these responsibilities to it.’)

***RESOLUTION

55/2.
The Conference amended Standing Order 342 as follows:

‘342 State Funded Schools (including academies, free schools and children’s centres where appropriate). (1)(a)The  Methodist Council is responsible for the oversight of Methodist state funded schools and for Methodist responsibilities in the oversight of state funded schools which are ecumenical projects with other denominations.

(b) The Methodist Council shall also be responsible for matters within the state funded schools relating to standards, ethos and school improvement.

……..’

Standing Order 344 Institutions in the Higher Education Sector
The committee brought to the Conference of 2011 some amendments to SO 344, to reflect the present position in relation to appointment of the chaplain to Southlands College and the Westminster chaplain, Oxford Brookes University.  It was indicated then that further minor changes would be needed in relation to the latter appointment, arising from a university restructuring process.  That has now been completed, and the amendments proposed below reflect the current relationships and agreement as to the processes involved.  

344 Institutions in the Higher Education Sector. (1) This Standing Order applies to the appointment of a minister as:

(i) the chaplain to Southlands College; or

(ii) the Westminster chaplain, Oxford Brookes University. 
 (2) … The invitation and re-invitation process shall follow, as closely as circumstances allow, the equivalent provision in Standing Orders and Guidance approved by the Conference as to circuit appointments. The functions which, in the case of a circuit appointment, would be performed by the circuit stewards, Circuit Meeting or invitation committee shall be performed:
 (i) as to the Southlands chaplain, by the Methodist members of the Southlands Liaison Group, appointing one or two of their number to fulfil the functions performed by the circuit stewards in such a case; and

(ii) as to the Westminster chaplain, by the directors of Westminster College Oxford Trust Limited, acting in consultation with the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Oxford Brookes University Dean of the Westminster Institute of Education.

In either instance the persons so acting shall appoint one or two of their number to fulfil the functions performed by the circuit stewards in such a case.

 (3) Those responsible for the process shall act in consultation with the relevant member of the Connexional Team. 

…

 (7) Standing Order 544 shall apply to appointments made under clause (2) above, with the following adaptations:

(i) for references to the circuit Invitation Committee substitute

as to the Southlands College chaplain: the Methodist members of the Southlands Liaison group;

as to the Westminster chaplain: the directors of Westminster College Oxford Trust Limited (acting in consultation, as in clause (2)(ii))Dean of the Westminster Institute of Education ;

(ii) in clause (1)(a)(i) of Standing Order 544 delete ‘after consulting the church stewards of the Local Churches in which the person concerned exercises pastoral responsibility’.

 (8) Each such chaplain shall act in respect of ministerial duties under the direction of the Chair of the District.

***RESOLUTION
55/3.
The Conference received the report and amended Standing Order 344 as set out above. 
Appendix 1
SIGNALLING VOCATION AND CLARIFYING IDENTITY 
Since preparation of the resolutions appearing in Volume 2 at Section 30, some minor errors have been identified, and the corrections are being presented below rather than in the Order Paper so as to assist Conference members in preparation for dealing with this item. 
Corrections: 
Resolution 30/5(a) 
002: renumber item (xvii) as (xviiiB), and number new item (xviiA) as (xviiiA). 
005(ii): the final part of the clause to read: “have a corresponding meanings in relation to training for the diaconate”. 
Resolution 30/5(b) 
Amend the items in the lists as follows: 
(iii) 1134: delete (6)(i) 
(iv) 785(4): delete (iv) 
(vi) 433: for (3) read (2) 
(xii) 1105: delete (11) 
(xiii) 633: delete (1). 
Resolution 30/5(c) 
729(1)(i): in the proposed new phrase insert “in” at the end. 
Resolution 30/5(d)(i) 
512: delete the first “(2)” at the beginning 
Resolution 30/5(d)(ii) 
732: In the Title, for “Ministers” substitute “Presbyters” 
(5) The amendment to the 2nd sentence to read: 
“They shall be accountable both for their ministerial presbyteral or diaconal practice and for their general vocation and development as ministers presbyters or deacons to the Conference in the first instance and, through the Conference, to their own conferences or churches ….”
Appendix 2

REPORT OF THE LAW AND POLITY CONFERENCE SUB-COMMITTEE

The Law and Polity Conference Sub-Committee moves the following resolutions under Standing Order 131(25):

***RESOLUTION

For the better achievement of the intention of the Conference:

(i)
The amendments made by Resolution 11/1(xvi) are amended to read as follows: 

In SO 300(2C):  “…in connexional policy and … public role, …”;

(ii)
The amendments made by Resolution 11/1(xxxiv) are amended to read as follows:

In SO 1145(1)(c):  “At a hearing by the Presbyteral Session …”;

(iii)
The amendments made by Resolution 11/1(xl) are amended by substituting “presbyter” for “minister” in each case;

(iv)
The amendments made by Resolution 30/5(b)(vi) are amended by requiring the amendment in SO 803(10) to be made once only;

(v)
The amendments made by Resolution 30/5(d) are amended to read as follows:

In SO 732(3)(d):  “… in the case of ministers to the Secretary …”

In the title to SO 734:  “Ministerial and Diaconal Probationers of other Conferences and Churches”

Consultation on special resolutions

Special resolutions adopted by the Conference are required to be confirmed at the next Conference before coming into effect, with appropriate consultation in the intervening period.  It is the Sub-Committee’s responsibility to advise the Conference on that consultation.

The substance of the Sub-Committee’s advice is set out in the following resolution:

***RESOLUTION
The Conference, having considered the advice of the Law and Polity Conference Sub-Committee, directed in accordance with Standing Order 126 that the appropriate consultation in respect of special resolutions 20/3, 21/10 and 33/1 shall be by submission to the Methodist Council under Standing Order 126(1)(c).

