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Dear Friends 
 
One of my old high school teachers Mrs Clegg used to say to parents on open evenings: 
“How am I supposed to teach these children French properly if they don’t even know 
their English grammar?”  Many of you like me may have found French or other foreign 
languages a bit of a struggle I barely managed to scrape a pass, although in retrospect it 
seems a rather easy language compared to learning Bengali with its separate system of 
letters that seem to have been designed by an artist not a scientist! 
 
However, imagine if when you had joined your nursery or primary school and to your 
horror as a 4 or 5 year old discovered that neither your teacher or classmates spoke 
English or whatever other language your parents, family and community spoke with you!  
You might want to just give up and it would set you up with a huge disadvantage. 
 
This is not just a dreamed up nightmare in Bangladesh but a situation many many 
children face when they go to school.  For although the vast majority of people in the 
country are ethnic Bengalis, a sizable chunk of the population totalling around 2 million 
belong to one of the 70+ minority language communities.   
 
These communities; be they Garo, Santal, Oroan, Koch or another usually consist of 
fairly tight knit villages and very frequently contain only one ethnic group.  So that a 
child born into one these communities may not even hear the national language Bengali 
spoken at all in their village during their first few years of life.  For these communities 
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Santal Children at Babuldang School 
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would only use the Bengali language if they were to go shopping or for work.  So the first 
time children may encounter their national language would be when they start school. 
 
In Rajshahi District Santals form one of the lowest rungs of society and they are 
discriminated against on a number 
of levels: On the basis of colour (as 
being mostly labourers in the fields 
all day they are on average darker 
than many Bengalis – especially 
those in town working in offices and 
shops); secondly on the basis of 
work status being lowly farm 
labourers; thirdly on the basis of 
race (being of a minority ethnic 
group); and fourthly on the basis of 
religion as the majority of Santals 
follow Christianity or 
animistic/nature worshipping 
religions.     
 
 Furthermore most Santal communities have very little land, few resources and not even a 
regular job (as most get work on a per day, farm labouring basis earning as little as 80 
pence or about US $1 per day for backbreaking work in the cruel sun).  Often a whole 
family husband, wife and older children may work on such jobs such as harvesting or 
planting rice. 
 
The Church of Bangladesh Social Development Programme in Rajshahi was originally 
founded with these poor marginal communities in mind and Santal still make up 22% of 
its beneficiaries.  One of the key ways to provide a better future for these people is 
through education and CBSDP currently runs 7 schools for children of poor backgrounds 
half of them catering specifically for Santal children.  These schools follow the Bengali 
curriculum using the national language but many of the teachers are Santal themselves so 
if the little children don’t understand or grasp a concept it can also be explained in the 
Santal language. 
 

These schools have been very successful with 
some children even going onto university or 
college, but we want to build on the existing 
success, prevent drop-outs and see even more 
children achieving academic success, as well 
as managing to hold onto their culture (which 
is closely bound up with language).  Therefore 
CBSDP has been working to develop a system 
of Multi-Lingual Education or MLE for short.  
This provides a phased in approach where 
students start in their mother tongue and the 
national language (and later other languages 
such as English) is introduced gradually in 
phased in approach rising from 20% in the 
second year of school (kindergarten level 2) to 
80% by class 4 and thereafter becoming the 

main language of instruction. 



Linda with in class at Payap University 

 
James & Linda have both been very involved in facilitating this process, along with the 
manager Tito, School’s Supervisor Habil and another mission partner Sarah Hall.  James 
is currently involved in helping to guide an Assessment of all the schools under CBSDP-
Rajshahi that will determine future work such as where MLE will be conducted and to 
what level before children join government schools.  Infrastructure, number of ethnic 
minority children and distance from existing government schools will all be factors as we 
examine the CBSDP schools in the various villages. 
 
Meanwhile Linda has spent a month at Payap University, Chiang Mai, Thailand doing a 
specialised course in ‘Multi-Lingual Education’ with 50 others from across Asia learning 
about how to produce teaching materials, lesson plans, training for teachers, advocacy in 
the community as well as many other theoretical and practical subjects. 
 

Before going to Thailand Linda 
conducted two very successful 
workshops on ‘Language 
Awareness with CBSDP 
teachers, CBSDP development 
workers, local church committee 
members and village ‘headmen’.  
The next step will be selection of 
schools for MLE and the 
preparation for implementation 
of an MLE approach in 
kindergarten level 1 classes early 
next year.   

 
 
  

 

Thank God… 

 

• For Linda’s successful completion of the course in MLE at Payap University 

• That CBSDP Managers have settled well after recent transfers  

• The completion of a good CBSDP Evaluation 

• That we have both settled well and work is going well in Rajshahi 
 

   
Please pray… 

 

• God would guide Linda and our colleagues as they prepare materials and teachers for the 
introduction of MLE into Rajshahi schools next year. 

• For James as he plans deanery, central and international partner level workshops to plan how 
to implement recommendations from the CBSDP External Evaluation Report. 

• For James as he attends & gives a presentation at an international consultation on Creation 

Stewardship & Climate Change organised by Micah Network in Kenya.  

• Please pray for the complete recovery of my Father’s sight after a recent stroke, as since the 
wedding it has deteriorated a little 

• Pray that the Lord would keep watch on Linda’s mum who is quite frail in good health and 
that Linda has God’s peace. 

• For the newly started Alpha Course at City Church, Rajshahi. 

• For the restarted combined Sunday School of St. Joseph’s & City Church which Linda is 
involved in leading. 

• Pray for Tito the new manager in Rajshahi and our work to support him & projects here  



• That God would guide James in developing  the Climate Change Programme of the CBSDP 

• That we will be able to wisely develop the arsenic mitigation project.  

• That James would have time and motivation to improve his Bengali and Linda her English 
language skills  

• Also, pray for our colleagues in the CBSDP, that God would supply his wisdom and blessing 
to their life and work. 

• That the love of God would really touch the hearts of the men, women & children we are 
working with and that we would be effective in our activities to uplift them. 

 
 

                    

James & Linda 


